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A distinguished statesman, who had lived through the most interesting pe- 
riod of modern history, and who for a long time, as prime minister of state, 
held in his hand the fate of his own country, and that of a considerable por+ 
tion of Europe, on being asked,— What feeling is strongest in your mind, as 
you look back and look forward—hope or despondency for your country and 
for the world—contempt and disgust, or affection and esteem for your fellow- 
men? replied,—*TI do not feel that my experience of men has either dis- 
posed me to think worse of them, or indisposed me to serve them; nor, in 
spite of failure which I lament, of errors which I now see and acknowledge, 
and of the present gloomy aspect ot affairs, do I despair of the future, On 
the contrary, I see a glimpse of daylight; I see elements of rescue; I see, 
even now, faint dawnings of a better day. The truth I take to be this: the 
march of Providence is so slow, and our desires so impatient—the work of 

rogress so immense, and our means of aiding it so feeble—the life of human- 
ity so long, and the life of individual \..en so brief, that what we see is often 
only the ebb of the advancing wave, and thus discouragement is our inevitable 
lot. Jt is only history that teaches us to hope.” 

Now, if that philosopher could horrow hope from human history, and see 
through its darkness the dawnings of a better day, how strong the hope, and 
how bright the vision, derived from the sure word of prophecy, which insures 
a regenerated earth, and a converted sea! 

In their last Annual Report the Board of Directors dwelt on the obstacles 
in the work of reforming seamen; admitted their extent, and difficulty of re- 
moval, and demonstrated, by a citation of facts, not only the practicability, but 
the great encouragement and importance of the work. } 

Was the material of seamen under the American Flag diverse in nation- 
ality, habits, and associations, and many of them depraved to the last degree ? 
They were not gospel-hardened, nor too lost to be redeemed by the blood of 
‘the Son of God. 
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Was the government at sea, to some extent, a degrading despotism—ren- 
dering and keeping the sailors servile, and deficient in alt the elements of a 
noble manhood? Jt was shewn that the iron age of the sea was passing 
away, and that commanders are learning in their own self-government the 
true way of controling others. : 

Were the wages paid to seamen no fair equivalent for their toils, exposures, 
and sufferings, and hence their dishonorable reprisals and desertions? The 
demand for their services, it was believed, would regulate this matter, except 
the practice of paying the advance. This was justly regarded as one of 
the greatest hindrances to the sailor’s elevation; and this is still his unallevi- 
ated curse. 

Was tie sailor’s general deprivation of the social and religious privileges 
enjoyed by others, an obstacle to his manly and christian development? Such 
deprivation, to a great extent, was incidental to his calling, and with such mo- 
difications and appliances as the nature of the case would admit, need not 
abate from his manhood, nor exclude lim from the kingdom of God. 

Such were the aspects of the cause a year ago; and such are their leading 
features now; the obstacles gradually decreasing in number and strength, and 
the fruits increasing with the amount of seed sown.* 

What if the “march of Providence is slow!” “He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him.” / 

The Directors present a sketch of the Society’s operations at home and 
abroad the past year, as a suggestive chapter for seamen and their friends to 
study, and a memorial of the goodness of Him who is “the confidence of all 
the ends of the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the sea.” 


FOREIGN OPERATIONS. 


SANDWICH ISLANDS. 
HONOLULU.—Rev. 8. €. Damon, Chaplain. 


Such are the relations of these Islands to the great whaling fleet, and the 
principal ports of the Pacific, as to invest them every year with new interest. 

During the three months of the last fall season, 133 whale ships entered. 
the port of Honolulu. ‘Their crews, together with those of the merchant ves- 
sels, men-of-war, and steamers, continue to receive the high!y-appreciated and 
useful services of the Chaplain. And, as in former years, he has frequent 
gratifying evidence that his labors are not in vain. 

Of late, the enterprise of establishing a Sailor’s Home ona liberal scale, has: 
been started with every prospect of success; the late King, Kamehameha [I], 
having donated the most eligible site in Honolulu for the purpose, valued at 
$6,000, and both citizens and seamen, as well as some in the United States, 
subscribed generously for the purpose. The estimated cost of the buildings 
is $15,000. In the distribution of Bibles, good books, and traets, in the pro~ 
motion of temperance; as well as preaching the gospel, and personal inter- 
course with seamen in the hospital, in the street, in his study, and on ship- 
board, the Chaplain is indefatigable, and ina late communication says: “ It is 
instructive to watch the silent and progressive influence of the gospel among 


S 
those who go down to the sea in ships.” 


LAHAINA.—Rev. S. E, Bisuor, Chaplain, 


This station spproximates Honolulu in importance, having been visited the 
season above named by 137 whale ships, between 90 and 100 in the spring 
season, and during the year by a considerable number of other vessels. The: 


* See note at the end of this report. 
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Chapel has been refitted, and rendered more attractive as a place of worship 
and been weli attended. The Chaplain’s study, like Mr. Damon’s, is a place 
of frequent resort by seamen for social intercourse, serious conversation, and 
reading matter. “Tell the Tract Society,” says Mr. Bishop, “I can scatter their 
publications, and the Bible Society, their Bibles, in as many languages, and as 
widely over the world, as almost any agent they have. Portuguese, Spazish, 
French and Gérman, are most in demand.” In one of his letters he speaks of three 
young scamen who had died in the Lord at the hospital, and of another awa- 
kened on the sea, who there passed from death unto life: and in another, of 
preaching to an audience of about 75 souls, on board the “ Saratoga.” “The 
Holy Spirit has been at work upon some of the crew of this ship.” One of 
the hopeful converts, in the teeth of much opposition, set up a prayer-meeting 
in the forecastle, and presently there were four willing to take part in the ex- 
ercises. “One of the crew preposed to fight him when he began to pray, and 
now is ready to fight »ny one who interrupts him, and seems deeply serious.” 
Another, sailor, from Hilo, (Rev. T. Coan, Pastor of the Native Church,) 
called on Mr. Bishop, saying, he was led to Christ last Spring by the Rev. 
Mr. Coan. Thirty-one whale ships arrived in this port during the last fall sea- 
son. For the spiritual good of their respective crews, the Pastor of the lar- 
gest evangelical church in the world did what he could; and doubtless more 
than a single young sailor of their crews will be reported at the last day as 
having been led to Christ by him. 


CHINA. 
CANTON.— 


This Chaplaincy is now vacant, the Rev. E. H. Harlow having returned to 
the United States, and the Board deeming it inexpedient to supply his place 
while the revolutionary and commercial difficulties there continued. In the 
meantime the Floating Bethel is in the care of a physician, who has fitted up 
a portion of it for hospital purposes. 


FRANCE. 
HAVRE.—Rev. E. N. Sawtext, Chaplain. 


At the date of the last Report the services in the Seaman’s Chapel were 
conducted in the evening only, by an English Clergyman, resident in Havre. 
But since that time Mr. Sawtell, who built the Chapel, and served the seamen 
in it with much acceptance and success for seven years, has returned to his, 
old station, and been received by seamen and citizens with much joy. Much 
good is anticipated from his faithful and well adapted labors. His first report, 
just reccived, finely illustrates his tact and energy, and usefulness in that im- 
portant field. 


MARSEILLES.—Rev. M. Jonn Mayers, Chaplain. 


During the past year, Mr. Mayers has visited the United States, and with 
the pecuniary aid here received, has opened a Sailor’s Home in Marseilles — 
In a recent communiestion he says: 

“ The Home is going on very satisfactorily, and is fully answering my expec- 
tation. ‘The house has been full for the last three weeks. It is quite evident, 
even to the worldly-minded, that our undertaking is, threugh God’s blessing, 
productive of great good; inthe first place, to keep men away from those dens 
of iniquity and destruction, the gin-shops, and to bring them within reach of 
the means and ordinances of grace. All those seamen whoare lodged in the 
Home, attend on the Sabbath the ordinance of public worship.” ‘ 


BORDEAUX. 


From this place, as well as from the IsLanp or Sr. Hzexena, no Reports 
have been received from the Chaplains, and, consequently, no appropriations 
are continued to them. 


.Chaplain. 
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DENMARK, 
COPENHAGEN.—Peter E. Rypine, Sailor Missionary. 


It will be remembered that this Missionary was introduced to this field of 
Jabor by Rev. F. O. Nelson, who is now a successful Home Missionary among 
the Swedes in our western country. In Copenhagen, as well as in other 
European ports, the spirit of war so fills the public mind, as generally to rule 
out the precepts and spirit of the Gospel. Yet in the harbors, on board the 
vessels, and many places in the country, our Missionary has continued his 
work; like his Divine Master, one day preaching to a single individual in the 
house or by the wayside, and the next to a multitude on the deck of a ship. 
His success is marked both by a violent opposition, and by signal conversions 
to God. In a recent report he says, “ During the last year 1 have distributed 
446 Bibles and Testaments, and about 10,000 religious Tracts.” 


SWEDEN. 


“Of late,” says the above Missionary, “there has been a great awakening 
in Sweden, particularly in the eastern and northern vallies. They seceded 
from the State Church, and formed themselves into separate churches in con- 
formity to the word of God. In Stockholm are said to be about 6000. Dur- 
ing the last two or three months about 300 have become Baptist». Thus 
powerfully does the spirit of the living God work.” 


GOTTLAND.—Jouan Linpatius, Missionary. 


The reports from this Sailor Missionary not only give assurance of his 
fidelity, but certainty of the progress of the Gospel, among his benighted 
countrymen. So this must be numbered among the prophetic isles which 
should wait for God’s law. 


GOTTENBURG.—E. Erickson, Missionary. 


This Missionary, having faithfully executed his commission a_ part of the 
year, has tendered his resignation, and followed his predecessor, F’, O. Nelson, 
to America. Emigration of pious Swedes, who could not enjoy religious Jib- 
erty at home, has been large of late; furnishing an illustration both of the 
folly and wickedness of an intolerant, persecuting Church and State policy. 


NEW BRUNSWICK. 
ST. JOHN.—Rey. E, N,. Harris, Chaplain. 


This City, including Portland, has a population of 35,000, and is visited 
annually by about 16,000 seamen. ‘Till within the last two anda half years, no 
systematic and effective efforts were made, either for their temporal or eternal 
welfare. But the changes which this short period has wrought, are equally 
surprising and gratifying. 

The first necessity, hext to the preaching of the Gospel, was met by fitting 
up and opening in May 1853, a “ Seamen’s Home,” at an expense of $2,319, 
sufficiently large to accommodate sixty boarders. These accommodations 
were soon found to be too limited, as in the following September eighty appli- 
cants were rejected for the want of room: |'Hence another movement for a 
Home that will accomodate one hundred and thirty boarders; for which sub- 
scriptions and donations, including $6,000 from the Provincial Parliament, 
have been made, amounting to $22,000. 

Next a place of worship was required, and the “ Marine Hall,” which seats 
comfortably three hundred hearers, was erected. But this place also proved 
too strait. And now the ladies—never last in any good work—are again on 
the alert, and have raised over $200, towards purchasing the site for another 
Bethel. But best of all, the Lord is with them, giving them spiritual mercies 
also—the first convert in the new hall being a shipmaster.:: 
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The Mariner’s Temperance Society and Lyceum, the Mariner’s Conference 
on Friday, and the Popular Lectures on Wednesday evenings, are yielding 
their legitimate and precious fruits. We congratulate the friends of the cause 
in St. John, and our joint Chaplain on the zeal and energy manifested in the 
good work, and unite with them in thanksgiving to him who has crowned the 
work, thus far, with signal success. 


WEST INDIES. 
ST. THOMAS.—Rev. E. Wurrtiesey, Chaplain. 


With the approbation of the Board, their Chaplain has divided his labors of 
Jate in St. Thomas, between the seamen and R. D. Church. Having recently 
been bereaved of two ministers, the one by removal to the United States, and 
the other by death, it was deemed by all concerned a providential favor that 
Mr. Whittlesey could thus serve them, till they could secure another pastor. 

He regards his work among seamen as “one purely of Christian love, and 
pre-eminently of faith.” Yet in the difficulties and discouragements attending 
it, he finds motives which “justify the enterprise to every Christian heart, and 
urge to increased and unremitted effort.” Now and then a diamond turns up, 
when he not only wonders at his faint heartedness, but thanks God, and takes 
courage. 


NEW GRENADA. 
ASPINWALL.—Rev. D. H. Wueeter, Chaplain. 


Our Chaplain has occupied this field nine months, dividing his labors between 
the seamen and the citizens. Occupying a position where men die fast—more 
from sinful habits than a sickly atmospbere—he has aimed directly at their 
conversion to God. Hence a considerable number have given pleasing evi- 
dence of a spiritual change. Of about fifty who died in one of the Hospitals, 
three departed in a rational and scriptural peace. Another sung joyfully the 
night before he died, having in prospect a glorious resurrection morning. 

Travellers too, have enjoyed the ministrations of our Chaplain; as Mrs. 
Pease, on her way from Michigan to join her husband in California, here stop- 

ed to die, and enter into the rest that remaineth to the people of God. Mr. 
heeler here finds ample facilities for a general circulation of the word of 
God. He is now gathering the materials for a chapel. 


PANAMA.—Rev. J. Rowrxt, Chaplain. 


Within the last year, Mr. Rowell has secured a better place of worship in 
a better location; so situated that the gate and the Bethel flag are visible in 
two streets and the chief plaza, or square of the City. He visits Taboga 
oftener than ever before, and has larger congregations there than in the 
City. He finds sailors more accessible and impressible than other men.— 
Hence he says, “I always preach easier and better to sailors than to landsmen, 
and that because I preach with higher hopes. And what is true of preaching 
is equally true of personal labor.” He finds an affectionate, cordial, frank 
approach, quite sure to receive a similar response. He has known one well 
trained in childhood, who had broken away from the restraints thus imposed, 
and lived in sin till past middle life, brought to Christ by less labor than might 
have been spent on him in a single Sabbath in his earlier years. And another, 
who spent the years of his minority under the best religious influences, an 
impenitent sinner; but yielded his heart to Christ as soon as presented by the 
seilor’s preacher in a foreign hospital, and died a triumphant death. 

The railroad connecting the Atlantic with the Pacific having now been 
completed, and put in successful operation renders the termini— Aspinwall and 
Panama—places of increasing importance for the labors of the Chaplains, not 
only on account of the large number of seamen which a growing commerce 
brings there, but on account of New Grenada, which must receive the Gos- 


pel from these two radiating points. 
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PERU. 
CALLAO, AND THE CHINCHA ISLANDS. 


On the 10th of June, the Rev. F. W. Bill, Chaplain, sailed for this important 
station. At Panama he paused a few weeks for the double purpose of supply- 

ing the place of Mr. Rowell, then ona visit to the United States, and of qualify- 
ing himself for his field of Jabor. - 

Here, as wherever he had previously labored, he was much respected and 
esteemeil. : 

Going down the coast at Guayaquil, he contracted a severe cold, which 
terminated in fever, and death on the 21st of October, the week of his arrival 
at Callao, Our only consolation in this painful event, is in the assurance of 
his preparation for the rest above, and in the ever comforting truth—the Lord 
reigneth. 

Measures are in progress for supplying the place. 


CHILI. 
VALPARAISO.—Rev. D. TrumButt, Chaplain. 


Here the Chaplain’s labors are divided between the Superintendence of a 
large School, preaching the Gospel, the distribution of a religious literature, 
and visiting the sick. In the Hospital he directs many sick sailors, and many 
sorrowful ones, to Him who alone can heal both sou! and body. : 

An eligible site has been obtained for a Seamen's Chapel, and $11,400 raised, 
including $1,000 paid by the American Seamen’s Friend Society, towards its 
completion. 


BRAZIL. 
RIO DE JANEIRO. 

It gives us pain to announce this important Chaplaincy vacant, by the return 
of the excellent Chaplain, Rev. J. C. Fletcher, to the United States, on account 
of the continued illness of his wife. He has returned to Rio for the settle- 
ment of his affairs, accompanied by a devoted young man, from Princeton 
Theological Seminary, who may enter into his labors. 


AFRICA. 
CAPETOWN. 


In former years this place received attention and aid from the American 
Seamen’s Friend Society, and is now recalled to mind by a recent communi- 
cation trom Capt. Gideon S. Holmes, U. S. Consul at the Cape of Good Hope. 
He writes in behalf of the Committee of a Seciety formed there last October, 
for the benefit of Seamen, soliciting our counsel and renewed aid. About 
£700 have been subscribed on the spot; and a Sailor’s Home, with other 
measures are contemplated for securing the objects of the Soeiety. 

PRESIDENT, 
Comumopore H. D, Trorrer. 
TREASURER, 

W. Broopway, Esq. 
SECRETARY, 

Ray. Georce Morcan. 

These gentlemen, together with the names of an efficient Committee of 
eighteen members, are a suffic'ent guaranty that the interest which has thus 
been expressed, will be developed in the best, practical results, 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


SIDNEY.—Rev. L. E, Torerketp, Chaplain. 


During nearly five years, while Rev. T, Adam was Chaplain, the Ameri- 
can Seamen’s Friend Society contributed towards sustaining this Chaplaincy. 
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It is gratifying to know that the Sidney Bethel Union, are still prosecuting the 
good work in that port, through ‘the services of Mr. Threlkeld; that a new 
Bethel, a Sailor’s Home, and other measures are contemplated for the spiritual 
good of seamen. 


DOUBSTIC CPRRATIONS. 


As the action of the American Society is connected more or less with that 
of the local and auxiliary Societies; and as a knowledge of their respective 
doings is desirable, both as a bond of union and a means of promoting a 
greater efficiency, we give as usuala sketch of their prominent acts and results. 


NEW-ORLEANS.—Rev. Messrs. Wurratt and Tripret, Chaplains. 


Labors for the benefit of seamen have been continued in this City, but with 
‘what apparent resuits the last year we are not advised. 

The Sailor’s Home, destroyed by fire, we have been informed ‘has been 
eebuil: andis doing great good. 


MOBILE.—Rev. A. Mc Guasnan, Chaplain. 


The people of this City, having for a Jong time made commendable efforts 
for the benefit of the 20,000 seamen annually visiting their port; and having 
found their present accommodations and facililies insufficient, have purchased 
an eligible lot, and are making an effort to raise $20,000 to build thereon a 
new Sailor’s Home and Bethel Church. Gratifying success has attended the 
Home under the judicious management of Mr. Gardiner, as well as the Chap- 
dain’s labors in the Bethel. As a result of a special religious interest which 
commenced about the Ist of January. ten have united with the Bethel church 
on the profession of their faith in Christ; while a number of new born souls 
Jeft before they had an opportunity to confess Christ before men, er to unite with 
churches to which their friends belong at home. 


MOBILE BAY.—Rev. Jonny Grivtey, M.D., Chaplain of A. 8. F. 8. 


The importance of the Floatirig Bethel and Hospital in the Bay, is frequently 
illustrated by significant facts ; the excellent Chaplain having ail his skill taxed 
‘as a minister of the Gospel and a medical practitioner, to save both the souls and 
4odies of the sailors. 

The attendance at the Chapel on a pleasant Sabbath is good ; numbering 
from six to twelve boats, in one of which he counted eighteen persons. Sev- 
eral of the shipmasters set the good example of attending themselves and 
‘bringing a portion of their crews with them. In addition to preaching twice 
-on the Sabbath, the Chaplain has daily. morning and evening religious worship, 
accompanied by a brief exposition and practical application of the Scriptures. 
This he regards as a very interesting and useful feature of the mission. 


CHARLESTON.—Rev. Wm. B. Yates, Chaplain. 


This much esteemed Chaplain reports:—‘ We have reason to.know that 
the general influence of the Bethel has been of a very salutary kind, and not 
a few have had cause to rejoice and thank God that the Bethel flag continues 
to wave in Charleston.” 

Afier giving some interesting illustrations of good accomplished, he again calls 
attention to one of the greatest obstacles to the improvement of seamen, and 
makes to insurance companies the following important suggestion :—* In my 
general intercourse with seamen, I continue to receive from them their entire 
confidence, and they often take my advice, and I am persuaded that they begin 
de fee! thatthe month’s advance is one of.the greatest evils connected with their 
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-profession ; and Tam more and more persuaded that it is the greatest obstacle: 

in the way of doing good to the sailor, and would respectfully suggest to the 
insurance offices to refuse to insure on any vessel which gives the advance. 
The system of advance is often the means of shipping men who are altogether 
incapable of performing those duties which are so necessary to the safety of 
the vessel and cargo, and’ I am confident that many of the numerous ship- 
wrecks are to be attributed to the want of these vessels being properly man- 
ned. It is not unfrequently the case, that in a crew of fifteen not more than 
five are sailors, and very few capable of taking their trick at the helm. 

These evils are to be attributed to the manner in which men are procured 
and shipped, a captain seldom seeing or knowing his crew before the steamer 
is alongside of ‘his vessel to take her to. sea.” 

The Sailor’s Home is admirably answering the end of its establishment. 
Says the Superintendent,—* I rejoice to say that the conduct of the boarders: 
for the past year has been an improvement on former seasons. During the 
past year 670: have been received as boarders, and I have received during the 
year, from boarders, for safe keeping, $2,626, 


WILMINGTON, N. C.—Rev. W. I. Lanepon,. Agent. 


This is the fifth port in the number and tonnage of vessels entering it, 
south of the Delaware, and increasing ten per cent. annually. The value of 
its exports the past year was $10,000,000; entrusted to the care of from & 
‘to 10,000 seamen. With a praiseworthy liberality the citizens are making 
provision for their physical and spiritual benefit. 

They have established a good Sailor’s Home now, under the superintend- 
ence of Mr. Geo. W. Williams, at an expense of about $15,000. The num- 
ber of its boarders the past year was 532, of whom 111 were received as. 
ship-wreeked, destitute, and sick. Forty-nine of these were entitled to re- 
hef from the Government, while the’ rest were thus provided for by private 
liberality. The citizens have memorialized their legislature for relief, and a 
committee of the same has cordially recommended it. 

Under the influence of the Home, while many have had their general ha- 
bits and principlés improved, five of the worst kind of drunkards have been 
reformed, and continue good temperance men; and seven have been hopefully 
converted to God, two of whom have been lost at sea. A colporteur has sold 
to the inmates $85.30 worth of good books and tracts, and given them to the 
amount of $67.75. 

The superintendent gives the following inventory of what may be found at 
the Home :—“ A family altar—a quiet, social fireside—a hearty meal—a regard 
for the opinions and convenience of others—sel{-respect—a good book— 
promptness in business—economy in outlayings—a neat dress—clean face and 
hands—a clean shirt—a pleasant smile—a man able to take care of his earn- 
ings, and enjoy social soeiety.” The entire receipts of the Wilmington Sea- 
men’s Friend Society the past year were, $6,540.98 1-2; from American Sea- 
men’s Friend Society, New York, $500 ; Individuals, $1,040; Boston, $2,136; 
Fayetteville, $187; Salisbury, $106.10; Perry Davis, Providence, R. I., $75; 
Ladies’ Seamen’s Friend Society, Millford, N. H , $30, and the balance from 
citizens of: Wilmington. 


SAVANNAH, NORFOLK and BALTIMORE.—No recent reports have 
been received from these cities. 


PHILADELPHIA.—Rey. R. S. Trapier, Rev. AtzEN Joun, Rev. J. B. 
Rierey, Chaplains. 


_ The attendance of scamen in either of the three Chapels, and at the so- 
cial meetings, is said to be not large, yet of a serious, encouraging aspect. 
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About thirty hopeful conversions among them, within the past year, are re- 
ported. The number of Bibles and Testaments distributed among them, 
about 8,000; good books, 1,500; pages of religious tracts, 15,000. 

The number of boarders at the Sailor's Home, 1,000, of whom 58 were 
shipwrecked and destitute, here obtained relief. This institution is doing 
great good under the judicious management of Mr. J. H. Cassidy. 

The Female Seamen’s Friend Society continues to meet montiily for its be- 
neficent purposes; and the Pennsylvania Seamen’s Friend Society has for- 
warded $300 within the past year to aid the American Seamen’s Friend So- 
ciety in sustaining its foreign chaplaincies. 


NEW YORK.— Rev. B. C. C. Parker, Rev. I. R. Stewarp, Rev. D. 
V. M. Jounson, Rev. O. G. Hepstrom, Rev. Cuartes J. Jones, Chap- 
lains, and Rev. E. F. Remeron, Missionary at Large. 


In addition to these Preachers of the Gospel to seamen, Mr. G. S, Pearson, 
Mr. L. P. Hubbard, and Mr. J. Harris, are employed respectively by the New 
York Bible, Port, and Tract Societies, in furnishing them with the Scriptures 
and an evangelical literature. Their labors and success correspond with 
those of former years. Mr. Jones, in the employ of the Port Society, suc- 
ceeds the. late lamented Henry Chase. He has been greatly encouraged by 
the manifest presence of the Holy Spirit, both in the Bethel and his boarding 
house—the Sailor’s Home. About thirty, two-thirds of whom are seamen, 
have given evidence of a radical spiritual change, while many have gone to 
sea deeply impressed by divine things. The old Mariner’s Church, in Roose- 
velt street, having been sold on account of its bad location as a place for wor- 
ship, the Port Society has just purchased a good house and lot on the. corner 
of Catharine and Madison streets. 


SAILOR’S HOMES, 
THE HOME IN CHERRY STREET, Carr. D. Tracy, Superintendent, 


Has had, withir the year ending May 1st, 3,800 sailor boarders, and during 
its thirteen years’ existence, 43,856. Of the above 3,898, ninety-eight have 
been ship-wrecked and destitute, and have received aid in board, clothing, 
&c., to the amount of $389.36, or an average of $3.99 each. 

The morning and evening family worship, as well as the weekly temperance 
meetings in the house, have been well attended. Its boarders have deposited 
in the Savings’ Bank, within the year, about $10,000, and on the whole its 
infiuence and prospects were never more gratifying. 


THE MARINER’S HOME IN GREENWICH STREET.—Mkg. JosrPu 
F. Towne, Superintendent, 


Has been recently exchanged for a more commodious house in Franklin 
Square, which has been fitted up. by the Protestant Episcopal Missionary 
Society, at an expense of $22,218. The number of sailor boarders since 
October last, when the house was opened, has been 526, It is hoped that 
under its new and improved auspices, this house will be eminently useful to 
the men of the sea. 


THE COLORED SAILOR'’S HOME.—Mk. Azzro Lyon, Superintendent. 


Under the direction of the Society, has changeil its location from Oliver st., 
to No, 20 Vandewater st., and has opened with new prospects of usefulness. 
The number of its boarders, from Sept. 22, 1851, to Feb. 1, 1855, was 1,573 5 
of whom 161 were shipwrecked and destitute; to meet whose wants the 
American Seamen’s Friend Society, in addition to former aid, has appropri- 
ated $400. 
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Other good boarding houses are also co-operating with these in the work 
of protection and reform; and yet others are expected, under the benign 
influence of the recently enacted Prohibitory Liquor Law. ; 


BOSTON.—Rev. E. T. Taytor, Rev. P. Stow, ‘Rev. E. KeEntoce» 
Rev. G. P. Rostnson, Chaplains, and Carr. Suutivan, Marine Mis- 
sionary, 


Labors for the benefit of seamen in this city, and their results do not mate- 
rial'y differ fiom those of former years. The Rev. Mr. Kellogg is the suc- 
cessor of Rev G. W. Bourne, as pastor of the Mariner’s Church, on the cor- 
ner of Sea and Summer streets. The Sailor’s Home, in Purchase street, has 
had 2,458 sailor boarders within the past year; 135 of whom, being ship- 
wrecked and destitute, have received aid in board and clothing to the amount 
of $774; or an average of $5.73 each, -'The amount of money deposited by 
seamen in the Buston Savings Banks the past year, is about $49,000. Much 
good is antic'pated to seamen, as well as others, in the faithful execution of 
the Massachusetts Liquor Law. 

Other expected statistics, we regret to say, have not come to hand in season 
to be embodied in this Report. 


PORTLAND.—Rev. J. R. Frencu, Chaplain. 


Among other good things done by the benevolent of Portland within the . 
past year, is the establishment of a gaod Sailor’s Home, at an expense of 
about $16,000, and placing it under the superintendexce of Capt. C. T. Bailey, 
late of Boston. Rev. Mr. French has made arrangements for the supply of 
his pulpit in the Mariner’s Church a part of the coming year, so that he may 
present the claims of the American Scamen’s Friend Society in the State of 
Maine, in the place of the Rev. William Bushnell, who has honorably termin- 
ated his useful agency. 


Other Ports are necessarily omitted in this sketch for the want of recent 
definite information. 


LIBRARIES AND GOOD BOOKS FOR SEAMEN. 


This department of the Society’s labors is continued, but not with the effi- 
ciency which its importance, and the earnest wishes of the Directors demand, 
and simply for the want of funds. ~The handsome legacy of the late A. G. 
Thompson, for this purpose, is sti!l contested by the heirs before the Supreme 
Court. Ina similar manner, other legacies left to the Society, are law-ridder 
for years, and if not lost utterly, so diminished as to frustrate in part or entire 
the benevolent designs of the dead. 


SAILOR’S MAGAZINE: 


This monthly periodical is now in its 27th year of publication, and being 
extensively a favorite, is an important auxiliary. Its present monthly issues 
number 8,500. 


SEAMEN’S BANKS FOR SAVINGS 


Every year adds to the number and usefulness of these valuable institutions. 
They both induce and preserve provident habits, Excellent proof-texts are 
they to confound, if not to convince the sceptical on the subject of the im- 
provement of seamen. If seamen are as prodigal, dissipated, and reckless as 
ever, how account for the strange fact, that after clothing themselves better 
than ever before, and sending large sums to their families and friends, they 
have deposited in a few years so much in their various banks for savings, and 
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in one in New York alone, two and a quarter Millions of Dollars, and dur- 


ing ae last len months sea-going men exclusively, an average of $28,000 per 
month! 


_—_—o 


SEAMEN’S CEMETERY. 


Seamen dying in the port of New York are no longer in danger of being 
hurried to the Potter’s Field for burial, In addition to the plot generously do- 
nated to the American Seamen’s Friend Society by the Trustees of the Green- 
wood Cemetery, spacious grounds have been purchased four miles from Ful- 
ton Ferry, on Long Island, beautifully laid out, and ornamented with trees, 
shrubbery, and monuments, and called “The Seamen’s Cemetery,” located in 
the “Cemetery” of the Evergreens. It contains four acres. Its piots are so 
laid out that those of the same nation may sleep side by side, and each grave 
1s registered so that it may be recognized by relatives and friends. 

For this object a grant was made by Congress of $5,000, to which has 
been added over $5,000 more by the merchants and ship-owners of New 
York. It has been placed in charge of the following gentlemen as a Board of 
Trustees, viz :—The Collector of the Port of New York, the President of the 
Board of Governors of the New York Hospital, the Presidents of the Ameti- 
can Seamen’s Friend Society, the Marine Society, and Board of Underwri- 
ters, as Kx-officio Trustees. 

Capt. Edward Richardson, Capt. Elisha E. Morgan, Capt. Charles H. Mar- 
shall, Capt. Nathaniel Briggs, Walter R. Jones, Esq, P. Perit, Esq., Caleb 
Barstow, Esq., and William H. Macy, Esq.,as Trustees for. Life. 


INLAND SAILORS. 


The three Societies occupying this field for improving the social and spirit- 
ual condition of sailors and boatmen, are the American Bethel Society, Rev. 
T. Stillman, Secretary, Buffalo, N. Y.; Western Seamen’s Friend Society, 
Rev. R. H. Leonard, Secretary, Cleveland, Ohio; Philadelphia Sabbath Asso- 
ciation, Rev. J. Miller, General Agent, Philadelphia, Pa. They have lately 
held respectively their 19th, 7th, and 14th Anniversaries, having employed 21, 
23, and 8 Chaplains and Missionaries, and expended $8,000, $10,000, and 
$2,728. The effects of these Jabors on the men and boys which thread the 
rivers and canals, and navigate the inland seas of the United States, are such 
as amply reward all past costs and expenditures, and encourage increased ef- 
forts in the future, 


NAVAL AND MERCANTILE APPRENTICES. 


Agreeably to promise, in his late exce'lent Report, the Secretary of the Na- 
vy has published a system of regulations for the enlistment of apprentice 
boys for the Navy of the United States, and hopes by this system to furnish a 
body of intelligent, educated, and efficient American sailors. 

No doubt such a system is demanded both in the Naval and Mercantile ser- 
vice. Yet, so far as we are advised, the suitable youth between the ages of 
14 and 21 cannot be obtained for the Navy. And why? Any number can be 
secured for the merchant service. When Capt. McKay advertised for a few 
boys to go out with him in the “ Great Republic,” he had at least 500 applicants. 
When Capt. N. Briggs consented to take ten boys with ten able seamen, In 
the ship “ Hope,” he might without difficulty have procured ten times ten. 
The officers of the American Seamen’s Friend Society have constantly on 
hand applications in behalf of worthy American boys who want to go to sea 
But why do they avoid the Navy? Among the reasons the following is prom- 
inent, viz.: No judicious parent or guardian will place his son or ward 
where he must daily be exposed to the demoralizing influence of the 
Grog Tub. {t gives us pleusure to know that more have entered the mer- 
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-chant marine service of late than for a long time previous; the merchants 
feeling the necessity of having young men in a course of training for posi- 
tions of command and trust on shipboard. A system having this end in view 
has been repeatedly advocated in the pages of the Sailor’s Magazine. 


FINANCES. 


Large amounts raised and expended by auxiliary and local Societies for their 
own purposes, are not included in this report; but simply those which have 
come into the hands of the Treasurer, who gives a detailed statement over his 
own signature. The sum total of receipts for the year ending May 1, were 
$22,845 50, and the Expenditures $22,816. 


SUMMARY REVIEW. 


A review of past efforts for the improvement of seamen renders two things 
increasingly obvious :— 

1. That it is a work of Faith. . iis 

As much so as the passage of the Red Sea, or the patient waiting for a har- 
vest. And the only reason why some men demur, and deny any palpable or 
possible progress, is that they neither believe nor obey Him who has com- 
manded the use of appropriate means, and has promised as a consequence the 
conversion of the abundance of the sea. 

The duty of exercising faith and fidelity is ours. Results belong to God. 

2. That it is a work of most encouraging fruits. 

Witn the improvéments in the structure and sailing of ships, there has been 
a corresponding improvement in the men of the sea. Not to speak of other 
evidences, this appears in the following three-fold aspects : 

1. In their improved temperate and provident habits. : 

First in the world, in the tonnage of her mercantile marine, America has 
been first to set the example of abolishing therefrom the daily spirit rations. 
Her Navy alone enjoys the doubtful honor of sanctioning the practice, under 
the Stars and Stripes. How much the use of intoxicating liquors has con 
tributed to the fate of the many missing vessels, we cannot tell; but ten 
thousand facts attest the truth of J udge Kane’s remark in a recent trial before 
the U.S. District Court, Philadelphia,—* Rum has sunk more seamen than all 
the tempests that ever blew.” 

On shore it is manifest that comparatively few drunken sailors are now 
seen where scores staggered a few years ago. And as to their earnings, we 
appeal to their comfortable clothing, to their comforted friends at home, to the 
large numbers who have signed and keep the temperance pledge, and to the 
large amount deposited by them in banks for savings, to determine whether 
they are squandered as formerly. The Marine Temperance Society in New 
York numbers nearly 29,000 members; and the deposits belonging to seamen 
in their bank, at '78 Wall street, exceed two and a quarter millions of dollars. 

This is also evident, 

2, In their increased desire to procure and distribute Bibles and 
good books. ap 

The testimony of our Chaplains and others on this matter is explicit and 
often repeated. In view of it, Rev.S. C. Damon, at Honolulu, says, “To meet 
the moral and religious wants of seamen, when they arrive in port, the religious 
community at the islands is somewhat awake ;” and adds, that they had re- 
solved to raise $1,000 for this purpose. What is said by a book agent on 
board an Italian bark in New York, is true of a multitude cf vessels :—“ The 
call of the crew was for Protestant books—genuine Protestant books.” And 
these books, in the hands of seamen, are carried wherever commerce goes, 
and into countries inaccessible to the trnth in any other way. One Captain, 
trading to a Spanish port, says :—“ The Testaments and Tracts are never long 
in hand ;” and alluding to D’Aubigne’s History of the Reformation, adds :— 
“T have had a hundred applications for it.” 
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A vessel trading in the Pacific ports of Central America, in three voyages, 
conveyed to those regions more than one hundred dollars’ worth of Spanish 
Scriptures and Tracts. “These the Captain has taken in charge, selling or 
giving, as the opportunity presented, to the merchant with whom he had busi- 
ness, to the planter whom he was visiting at his farm far up among the moun- 
tains, to the village school in the interior, and sometimes to the village ‘padre’ 
himself.” The practice of a Danish sailor, who, in visiting the ports of Old 
Spain, has long been in the habit of filling his pockets with Testaments and 
Tracts, and giving them to the laborers and others who could read, has been 
adopted by many sailors going to all parts of the world. Thus the word of 
the Lord has free course. Thus a desire to obtain and give currency to 
evengelical truth, shows a great improvement in progress among seafaring 
men. 

But most-of all it is seen, 

3. In the frequency and number of seamen converted to God. 

Speaking of the officers and crew of the British ship-of-wer “ Trincoma- 
lee,” says one of our Chaplains,—* They often meet for private social wor- 
ship in the gunner’s room. It is a good sign when Lieutenants and seamen 
meet together in a prayer-meeting.” 

Happily, there are many such good signs. It was a “good sign” when a 
sailor on board the U. S. ship.of-war “ Saratoga,” brought to Christ by means 
of good books put on board by the same Captain, as he could have no other 
place for secret devotion, before getting into his hammock at night, knelt 
down on the berth deck and offered up his prayers to God. And when the 
laughter and jeers of his ship-mates would drive him from the mercy-seat, 
saying,—* That if he was ashamed of Christ, he must expect that Christ 
would be ashamed of him.” 

It was “a good sign” when another sailor, in the same ship, who had been 
awakened by reading Baxter’s Call, was asked how he got into the kingdom 
of God, replied,—*T made an effort, and the Lord hove me through.” 

It was “a good sign” when a sailor, who had found peace in believing in 
Jesus, in a foreign hospital, smiled upon the Chaplain as he came to visit him, 
saying—* God has been with me.” 

It was “a good sign” when a captain and mate, lately brought to an exper- 
imental knowledge’ of the truth, resolved to maintain daily the worship of 
God with their men at sea. If Joshua served the Lord with his family, why 
should not they with their crew ? 

It was “a good sign” last winter, to see the old sailor of sixty and the young 
one of sixteen, and others to the number of two hundred more, at the Mari- 
ner’s Church and Sailor’s Home in New-York, asking the Chaplain what they 
had to do to be saved? and before they left for the sea, giving pleasing evi- 
dence of. having passed from death unto life. 

Such signs are of frequent occurrence now; and as they are the crowning 
excellence of our labor—the richest fruits which Heaven bestows—they shoud 
impart strength to faith, courage to fidelity, and call forth devout thanksgiving 
to God. 

But while faith gains strength, and fidelity courage from these signs of life 
on the sea, it must not be forgotten that death is doing its work there. Sad 
are the thoughts connected with the four thousand or five thousand seamen, 
annually buried in the deep. And strong the motives thence derived for 
increased efforts to prepare them fora world where there shall be no more sea. 

Moreover, these motives have a personal and weightier significancy to the 
Directors of this Society, inthe circumstance that two of their number have 
gone to their account and reward, within the past year—Elisha D. Hurlbut 
and Thomas Hale, each at the age of fifty-three. Greatly beloved in their 
lives, they were greatly blessed in their death, being sustained by the hopes 
of that Gospel which they had long labored to impart to the men of the sea. 
Also Walter R. Jones, a Vice President of the Society, distinguished not 
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less as the President of the Atlantic Insurance Co., than for his humane ef- 
forts in bebalf of seamen, has finished his earthly course. He was chiefly in- 
strumental in the reduction of Insurance premiums on vessels sailing without 
liquors; and also in the extensive Life-saving measures established on the 
coast of Long Island and New Jersey, so important to the interests of hu- 
manity.. 

Thus as “deep calleth unto deep,” so motive answereth to motive—tie voice 
of Providence and the Word of God, calling to fervent prayer and energetic 
efforts, fur the conversion of the abundance of the sea. 


, 


Norg.—To a person standing on the bank of.a river, and noting [ts sweeping current strike pro- 
Jecting obstacles and eddy buck the whirling drift, it sometimes seems stationary, or actually 
returning to its source. . owsehs 

So to some persons appears the cause of seamen. They mark its obstacles and eddics, its coune 
ter-currents and calms, and despair of progress. 

Bul the river speeds on. z ae 

Within the last tive years, four causes have been prominent in producing this discouraging im- 
pression : 

1. About 1,500 energetic seamen, within that period, have left American vessels for the gold 
mines of Australia, and probably twice that number to dig gold in California. 

2 Many excell it northern seamen—Swedes, Danes, &e , who had served in American vessels 
for higher wages than they could get elsewhere, have been drawn off to the eastern war, 

3. Many of the best men on the sca have lately left it,for ahome on the land; prompted, some 
by better prospects of a pecuniary livelihood, and some that they may enjoy social aud religious 
blessings which they cannot have on the sea. 7 

4, Combined with the above causes producing a scarcity of seamen, the tonnage of American 
vessels has increased seventy-five per cent , within the last ten years, and called for a correspond- 
ing inercase of sailors ; so that in order to man the vessels, there has been a necessity for shipping 
many incompetent, worthless, and wicked specimens of humanity. 

But the carcful observer will see in all this nothing but the eddying friction of the banks, while 
the main current of the river speeds on to make glad the City of God. 


¢ never heard! I tremble to think of 
‘ it,and nog to think of it is impossible, 
¢ amid the delirium and death struggles 
¢ of poor sailors, with whom I have 
‘ spent much of my time the last 
, month. 
¢ Theextraordinary weather we have 
‘ had, and the cold easterly winds, 
this port, beneath the congenial rays ; which have so long prevailed, and 
of a smiling sun, which was in per- ¢ which kept us out at sea Sorty days, 
fect harmony with the smiling faces, held back also.a vast fleet of other 

: 

( 

¢ 
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For the Sailor’s Magazine. 


Wavre Chaplaincy. 


Deeply interesting Letter. 


Havre, April 3, 1855. 


My Dear Brother:—It is just two 
months to-day, since I glided into 


and warm hearts of a grateful people 2 American ships, so that when we 
—and entered at once into the field of ¢ finally reached port, in despite of head 
my former labors. winds, we found but two American 
{t is difficult to realize that the 2 ships in the Havre docks; but the 
sixth part of a year has already ( first change of wind brought this 
passed, and now numbered with the 2 whole fleetin with a rush. forty-eight 
yous beyond the flood—*S wift as an ¢ American ships, many of them of the 
ndian arrow flies,” so is the flight of ‘ first class, with about eight hundred 
Time, and with what lightning speed ) seamen, came into port within a very 
are we borne upon her untiring wing ¢ fewdays. Many of these ships came 
to our final account! Ah, and how ‘ from the warm sunny south. Sailors 
many poor, deathless souls, in that 2 lightly clad, and being held windbound 
short time, may have leaped the bar- ( for fifteen and twenty days upon the 
riers, and plunged into the abyss of { French coast, encountering cold rains, 
woe, where the voice of mercy is sleet and snow, with icy decks and 
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slippery ropes, produced an unwonted 
harvest of diseases and casualties; so 
much so, that one of the large wards 
of the French Hospital, was imme- 
diately filled with the sick and the 
dying. In this ward, what distress- 
ing, heart-rending scenes have passed 
before me! One is frantic with a 
burning fever, another is a putrid 
mass of the smal! pox—-one is raving 
in a state of the wildest delirium, suf. 
fering the vengeance of his own sins, 
another is bruised to a jelly, and is 
grappling with death, from the ven- 


geance and tyranny of others—here. 


is one just brought in, who has fallen 
from the masthead: thirty years he 
has followed the seas, without an ac- 
cident; now, the blood issues from his 
mouth and nostrils ; he cries for help, 
but there is none that can save.— 
There is another, borne upon a litter 
through the hall, with a broken back; 
others with broken ribs, broken legs 
or broken arms, and too frequently, 
with such broken English, as to ren- 
der italmost impossible to hold con- 
verse with them, or to impart any in- 
struction that might console or do 
them good. 

In moving from couch to couch 
around this morab Maelstrom, I found 
here and there one quiet, calm, and 
apparently resigned to his fate; and 
well might he be, for the sunken, 
glassy eye, the hectic flush, the quick, 
short breath, but too plainly revealed 
the secret, that his days were number- 
ed and that the King of terrors already 
held him fast in his icyarms, When 
nothing more could be done, I have 
for a while withdrawn myself, step- 
ped into the open air, sometimes 
turned my face toward home, trying 
hard to torget the past; but no, this 
condensed picture of human woes 
would unroll itself before me, and 
like a panoramic vision, haunt me 
where ere I went, until a kind of de- 
lirium has, at times, seized my own 
brain, and I seemed to myself like one 
whose every muscle and nerve, and 
every fibre of the soul, had been 
drawn out, stretched and strained to 
their utmost tension. Can it be a 
wonder then, that I tremble at the re- 
sponsibility of standing as a watch- 
man amid such perils, such wrecks 
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of human hopes, human bodies, and 
human souls? But when | took up 
my pen, it was to give you some 
specifications, some facts in detail, I 
shall pow make room only for a few. 

On entering the Hospital for the 
first time, there was lying upon the 
first bed I approached, a venerahle 
looking colored man, with a large 
head, a sprinkling of gray hairs, and 
almost blind with swollen eyes. He 
was in great agony, from internal and 
external bruises.* Tasked hima few 
questions, and learned that he was 
from New Bedford, Mass., where he 
had a family. I also found that he 
was entertaining a good hope through 
Christ, and while he felt submissive 
to the wili of Providence, he expres- 
sed with much emotion, the most ar- 
dent desire, once more to see his dear 
family. When[told him I had often 
preached in New Bedford, and named 
a number of Christian families that I 
knew, his countenance brightened up, 
*Oh,” said he, “I know tuem well, 
dear good people, the Lord spare me 
to see them @gain.” But poor man, 
his petition was not to be granted, he 
died the next day. 

The next case had to be passed by 
as incurable, and unapproachable ; 
small pox, withits burning fever had 
driven reason from the throne, ne was 
lying in a state of wild delirium, and 
the next day he also was numbered 
with the dead. 

The next was an old sailor, from 
Sweden, over forty years of age, a 
large muscular frame, a fine intelli 
gent eye, and an intellectual Web- 
sterian head. He had fallen from the 
masthead upon deck; was terribly 
broken and mangled—his Jook was 
agony—his sufferings unutterable.— 
I put to him a few questions, he an- 
swered me in broken English, but 
with sufficient clearness to excite the 
hope, that he was not entirely ignor- 
ant of Christ and his great salvation. 


*T have been told since he died, that he was 
almost beaten to death, by one of the mates 0} 
the vessel on which he came into port, and Ree 
mediately on the arrival of the ship, the mat? 
fled to Bugland., The poor old man never on 
tered 2 complaint to me, nor do I knot ae. 
name of the ship; Rev. Mr. Woolf is mae ‘a 
thority; I have good reason to believe 
true, 
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My very soul My very soul yearned to know more { vacated.“ to know more: 
and better his state of mind, but im- 
possible; and when the poor man was 
gasping in the last agony of death, I 
turned around, and without addressing 
myself to any one, involuntarily ex- 
claimed, “Oh, that I knew more of 
this man, and of his preparation for 
death!” “Ah,” replied a sailor near 
me, “ you need have no fears about 
him, he was a good Christian, I knew 
him well.” This sailor’s testimony 
is the chief evidence I have, that the 
noble old Swede had his lamp trim- 
med and burning, and. was “ also 
ready.” 

; Another, and the last case I shall 
mention, was that of a young man 
from Vermont, Horace B. Hadley, so 
kind and gentle i in his look and manner, 
that you lost sight of the saiior in your 
sympathy for the youth. On his pas- 
sage from N. Orleans, he was attacked 
with diarrhz, and was taken to the 
Hospital immediately on his arrival. 

I was sent for in haste to see him, 
and my first impression was, he could 
not live through the day. He how 

ever rallied, and for some ten days or 
more he continued to improve, so that 
even his physician thought he might 
recover. In the frequent conversations 
I had with him,I learned that he was 
blessed with pious parents; spoke 
feelingly, and with tearful eyes of his 
early religious training ; mourned that 
he had profited but little by it, and 
whilst in health had not prepared for 
sickness and death. But he exhibited 
so teachable and docile a temper, so 
sensitive and child-like that it was no 
difficult task to touch many a tender 
chord, that seemed to vibrate sweetly 
and harmoniously with Gospel truth. 
In a word, he seemed daily to become 
more and more like another John, 
leaning upon the promises, if not 
upon the bosom of Him, “ who will 
not quench the smoking flax, nor 
break the bruised head.” He seemed 
to have but one earthly wish or want, 


all human expectations! On return- 
ing the next day, I found his couch 
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and that was to gain sufficient strength 
to attend the chapel, and his last words 
to me, on parting with him were, “I 
hope to be at the chapel next Sab- 2 
bath.” But alas! the uncertainty of % 
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vacated.“ Where is my young 
friend 2” I enquired, as I entered the 
Ward; the answer was, “He died in 
about one hour after you ‘left him yes- 
terday. When he found he was dy- 
ing, he cried out most piteously to see 
you, and begged us to send for you, 
but before we had time to do it, he 
breathed his last.” Oh! with what 
power did the question come home te 
my heart—“ Hast thou been faithful 
to that sonl,as one who must give an 
account ?’—and under the pressure 
of this momentous question, I turned 
from the dead to the living, and see- 
ing some dozen or more sailors, who 
were convaiescent, seated around the 
s‘ove, I poured out my very soul to 
them, warning them “flee from the 
wrath to come, and lay hold on eter- 
nal life,” “in this the day of God’s 
visitation.” And with a power and 
earnestness of expression and man- 
ner, that drew tears from eyes unac- 
customed to weep, and which so ar- 
rested the attention of the Sister of 
Charity, that she paused, in passing 
through the Ward—opened her eyes 
with apparent astonishment——and 
when I stopped speaking, she ap- 
proached me with great kindness of 
expression and manner, and said, “I 
wish you would talk in French.” Whe- 
ther she wished to introduce me to the 
other Wards, or was excited only by 

a very natural curiosity “to hear what 
this babbler had to say,” I have no 
means of knowing. I cannot but 
hope, however, that this kind-hearted, 
amiable young sailor, had made his 
peace with God, and his calling and 
election sure. ‘The effect of his re- 
ligious education, and early training 
was so apparent, that I would say to 
every anxious, pious mother: take en- 
couragement, be faithful unto death in 
training your children, and bringing 
them up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord. 


I have many more things to say, 
but my letter is already too long. 
Let Christians pray for sailors, and 
for those who labor among them. 
In great haste, 
but truly and sincerely 
yours, 
E.N. Sawtexz, 


SAY A Teed OTR N AT: 


[From the New-York Evangelist.] 
The Sea, 
Letter from Lieutenant Maury. 
OssERvaTorY, Wash., Jan. 22, 55. 


The Bible more frequently refers to 
the sea in evidence of the power of 
the Creator, than to any other part of 
the physical world. His wonders are 
in the deep, and truly they are many, 
mighty and great, and it is very profit- 
able to study “ His ways ” there. 

You ask about the “ Harmony of 
Science and Revelation,” and point to 
the winds and the sea. Creation is all 
harmony, and neither earth, air nor 
sea is ever out of tune; their adapta- 
tions are perfect and exquisitely sub- 
lime. Take the lesson which some 
attention to the sea and its laws has 
given me, and let us consider together 
the evidences of design and unity of 
thought in creation, afforded by one 
of the minutest animals of the sea, 
the little coralline. 

This insect is the architect of is- 
lands. It builds up from the bottom 
of the ocean the most stupendous 
works of solid masonry. The great- 
est structures ever erected by the 
hand of man are but the works of pig- 
mies in comparison. It is without the 
power of locomotion, yet the obedient 
currents of the sea are its hod-car- 
tiers ; the wind waits upon it, the 
rains and the dews cater for it on the 
land. They collect its food from the 
mountain, the soil and the rock; they 
detiver it to the rivers which run into 
the sea, there to be put into the chan- 
nels of oceanic circulation, that this 
piece of organism, almost too low in 
the scale to come within the domains 
of the animal kingdom, may receive 
its meat in due season. 


As it secretes from sea-water solid 
matter for the formation of the coral 
islands, the specific gravity of the 
drop which yields up its salts for this 
structure is altered, and the equili- 
brium of the whole ocean is thereby 
disturbed. Forthwith that exhausted 
drop rises to the surface and com- 
mences to flow off, charged with 
tropical heat, to temper hyperborean 
climates through which it may pass 
in its eternal round; and thus the 
whole ocea is set in motion, that the 
wants of one single insect of the sea 
may be supplied. 

As this emptied drop rises to the 
surface, the winds take it up in 
streams of invisible vapor, and bear it 
away on their wings to the mountains. 
Here it is precipitated as rain or dew, 
to dissolve the lime from the rock, or 
the magnesia from the soil, and return 
to the sea with another hodfull of mor- 
tar for the little mason in the great 
deep. ‘Thus the Mississippi supplies 
carbonate of lime for the insects of 
the sea; the Amazon with coloring 
matter from Potosi for their cells; the 
Nile with metals for cement, and al 
the fresh water rivers with salts ol 
some sort. 


Now when the waters were com- 
manded to “bring forth abundantly 
the living creature that moveth,” the 
sea did not bring forth the coral insect 
until the force of the chemical affini- 
ties between the water and salts of 
the sea had been tried, and power 
given to this insect to overcome them. 
At its creation, the dimensions of the 
earth, from pole to pole, and from cen- 
tre to circumference, had to be takea 
into account and measured, that power 
might be given it to cement to the bot- 
tom of the sea its coral bed, and build 
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it up with strength to resist the 
waves. 

Thus were we to look no further 
nor longer, it would appear from this 
point of view, that sea, earth and air 
were ordained especially to minister to 
the corals of the sea, and for nothing 
else. But when we do look a little 
further and longer, the sea-shells and 
marine insects present themselves to us 
in a new light ; they too are among the 
agents employed to give effect to cos- 
micail arrangements; and they do it 
by operating through the solid matter 
of sea-water, called salts, thus im- 
parting dynamical force to the circu- 
lation of the ocean; but they assist 
also to regenerate climates by sending 
through those currents that they help 
to establish, water freighted, as in the 
Gulf Stream, with heat, to mitigate 
temperatures, and adapt them to the 
well-being of plants and animals that 
the Creator has planted in far distant 
Jands. 

Very curious are the offices of the 
insects of the sea, and marvelous are 
the contrivances by which the physi- 
cal agents of the universe are enabled 
to bring about those results which 
make the face of this world precisely 
as we see it. Let us follow up the 
operations of these animate ard inani- 
mate agents of the sea a little farther, 
and see how they are dovetailed, fitted 
and adapted to each other. 

When we consider the salts of the 
sea in one point of view, we see the 
winds and the marine animals operat- 
ing upon the waters, and in certain 
parts of the ecean, deriving from the 
solid parts of the same, those very 
principles of antagonistic forces which 
hold the earth in its orbit, and preserve 
the harmonies of the universe, 

The sea-breeze and the sea-shell, 
in performing their appointed offices, 
act in sach a way as to give rise to a 

‘reciprocating motion in the waters ; 
thus they impart to the ocean dyna- 
mical forces for its circulation. 

The sea-breeze plays upon its sur- 
face ; it converts only fresh water into 
vapor, and leaves the solid matter be. 
hind. The surface water thus becomes 
specifically heavier and sinks. On 
the other hand, the little marine archi- 
tect below,as he works upon his coral 
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edifice at the bottom, abstracts from 
the water there a portion of its solid 
contents ; it therefore becomes speci- ~ 
fically lighter, and up it goes, ascend- 
ing to the top with increasing velocity, 
to take the place of the descending 
column, which, by the action of the 
winds, has been so toaded down with 
fresh food and materials for the busy 
little mason in the depths below. 

Seeing, then, that the inhabitants of 
the sea, with their powers of secre- 
tion, are competent to exercise at 
least some degree of influence in dis- 
turbing equilibrium, are not these 
creatures entitled to be regarded as 
agents which have their offices to per- 
form in the system of oceanic circu- 
lation, ana do they not belong to its 
physical geography ? It is immaterial 
how great or how small that influence 
may be supposed to be, for be it great 
or small, we may rest assured it is not 
a chance influence, but it is an influ- 
ence exercised—if exercised at all— 
by design, and according to the com- 
mand of Him whose “ voice the winds 
and the sea obey.” Thus God speaks 
through sea-shells to the ocean. 

Tt may therefore be supposed that 
the arrangements in the economy of 
nature are such as to require that the 
various kinds of marine animals, 
whose secvetions are calculated to al- 
ter the specific gravity of sea water, 
to destroy its equilibrium, to beget 
currents in the ocean, and to control 
its circulation, should be distributed 
according to order. 

Upon this supposition—the like of 
which nature warrants throughout 
her whole domain—we may conceive 
how the marine animals of which we 
have been speaking may impress 
other features upon the physical rela- 
tions of the sea, by assisting also to 
regulate climates, and to adjust the 
temperature of certain latitudes. 

For instance, let us suppose the 
waters in a certain part of the torrid 
zone to be 70 deg., but by reason of 
the fresh water which has been taken 
trom them in a state of vapor, and 
consequently by reason of the propor- 
tionate increase of salts, these waters 
are heavier than waters that may be 
cooler, but not so salt. 


This being the case, the tendency 
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would be for this warm, but salt and 
heavy water, to flow off as an under- 
current toward the Polar or some 
other region of lighter water. 

Now if the sea were not salt, there 
would be no coral islands to beautify 
its landscape and give variety to its 
features; sea-shells and marine in- 
sects could not operate upon the 
specific gravity of its waters, nor 
give variety to its climates; neither 
could evaporation give dynamical 
force to its circulation, and they, 
ceasing to contract as their tempera- 
ture falls below 40 deg., would give 
but little impulse to its currents, and 
thus ite cireulation would be torpid, 
and its bosom lack animation. 

The makers of nice astronomical 
instruments, when they have put the 
different parts of their machinery to- 
gether, and set it to work, find, as in 
the chronometer, for instance, that it 
is subjected in its performance to 
many irregularities and imperfections 
—that in one state of things there is 
expansion, and in another state con- 
traction among cogs, springs, and 
wheels, with an increase or diminution 
of rate. This defect the makers have 
sought to overcome; and with a beau- 
tiful display of ingenuity, they have at- 
tached to the works of the instrument 
a contrivance which has had the ef- 
fect of correcting these irregularities, 
‘by counteracting the tendency of the 
instrument to change its performance 
with the changing influences of tem- 
perature. 

This contrivance is called a com- 
pensation ; and a chronometer that is 
well regulated and properly compen- 
sated, will perform its office with cer- 
tainty, and preserve its rate under all 
the vicissitudes of heat and cold to 
which it may be exposed. 

In the clock-work of the ocean and 
the machinery of the universe, order 
and regularity are maintained by a 
system of compensations.” A celes- 
tial body, as it revolves around its 
sun, flies off under the influence of 
centrifugal force; but immediately 
the forces of compensation begin to 
act; the planet is brought back to its 
elliptical path, and held in the orbit 
for which its mass, its motions, and 
its distance are adjusted. Its compen- 
sation is perfect. 
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So, too, with the salts and the shells 
of the sea in the machinery of the 
ocean ; from them are derived princi- 
ples of compensation the most perfect; 
through their agency the undue ef- 
fects of heat and cold, of storm and 
rain, in disturbing the equilibrium, and 
producing thereby currents in the 
sea, are compensated, regulated and 
controlled. 

The dews, the rains, and the rivers 
are continually dissolving certain 
minerals of the earth, and carrying 
them off to the sea. This is an ac- 
cumulating process; ard if it were 
not compensated, the sea would finally 
become as the Dead Sea is, saturated 
with salt, and therefore unsuitable for 
the habitation of many fish of the 
sea. 

The sea shells and marine insects 
afford the required compensation,.— 
They are the conservators of the 
ocean. As the salts are emptied into 
the sea, these creatures secrete them 
again and pile them up in solid masses, 
to serve as the bases of islands and 
continents, to be in the process of 
ages up—heaved into dry land, and 
then again dissolved by the dews and 
rains, and washed by the rivers away 
into the sea. 

Thus from studying the works of 
the physical agents of the universe, 
we are led to percieve that the inhabi- 
tants of the ocean are as much the 
creatures of climate as are those of 
the dry land; for the same Almighty 
hand which decked the lily and cares 
for the sparrow, fashioned also the 
pearl and feeds the great whale.— 
Whether of the land or of the sea, 
they are all his creatures, subjects of 
his laws, and agents in his economy. 
The sea, therefore, we infer, has its 
offices and duties to perform; so may 
we infer, have its currents, and so, 
too, its inhabitants; consequently he 
who undertakes to study its phenome- 
na, must cease to regard it as a waste 
of waters. He must look upon it as 
& part of the exquisite machinery by 
which the harmonies of nature are 
preserved, and then he will begin to 
perceive the developements of order, 
and the evidences of design, which 
make it a most beautiful and interest- 
ing subject for contemplation. 

To one who has never studied the 
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mec’ aniasm of a watch, its mainspring 
or the b.Jance-wheel is a mere piece 
of metal, He may have looked at the 
face of ‘he watch, and while he ad- 
mires th® motion of its hands, and the 
time it keeps, or the tune it plays, he 
may have wondered in idle amaze- 
ment as to the character of the ma- 
chinery which is concealed within. 

Take it to pieces, and show him 
each part separately; he will recognize 
neither design nor adaption, nor rela- 
tion between them; but put them to- 
gether, set them to work, point out 
the offices of each spring, wheel, and 
cog, explain their movements, and 
then show him the result; now he 
perceives it is all one design; that 
notwithstanding the number of parts, 
their diverse forms and various offices, 
and the agents concerned, the whole 
piece is the product of one thought, 
the expression of one idea. 

He now perceives that when the 
mainspring was fashioned and tem- 
pered, its relation to all the other parts 
must have been considered; that the 
‘cogs on this wheel are cut and regu- 
Jated—-adapted—-to the rachets on 
that, &c., and his conclusion will be 
that such a piece of mechanism could 
not have been produced by chance; the 
adaptation of the ‘parts is such as to 
show it to be according to design, and 
obedient to the will of one intelligence. 
So, too, when one looks out upon the 
face of this beautiful world, he may 
admire the lovely scene; but his ad- 
‘miration can never grow into adora- 
tion, unless he will take the trouble to 
‘look behind and study, in some of its 
details at least, the exquisite system 
of machinery by which such beautiful 
results are accomplished. ‘l'o him 
who does this, the sea with its physi- 
cal geography, becomes as the main- 
spring of a watch; its waters, and its 
-currents, and its inhabitants, with their 
adaptations, as balance-wheels, cogs 
and pinions, and jewels. Thus he 
\perceives that they are the expression 
of One Thought, a unity with har- 
monies, which One Intelligence, and 
‘One Intelligence alone, could utter.— 
And when he has arrived at this point, 
then he feels that the study of the sea, 
inits physical aspect, is truly sublime. 
It elevates the mind and ennobles the 
man, 


The Gulf Stream is now no longer, 
therefore, to be regarded by such an 
one merely as an immense current of 
warm water running across the ocean, 
but as a balance-wheel—a part of that 
grand machinery by which air and 
water are adapted to each other, and 
by which this earth itself is adapted 
to the well-being of its inhabitants— 
of the flora which deck, and the fauna 
which enliven the surface. 

You see I have taken you out to 
sea before I was aware of it, calling: 
your attention by the way to many in- 
teresting and beautiful points of view, 
but hurrying along without time to 
contemplate them. 

I have thought a popular and fa- 
miliar account of such “ wonders of 
the great deep” as my investigations 
concerning the winds and currents of 
the sea have cast light upon, might 
contain matter that would be profita- 
ble to the old and good for the young. 
It would help the cause of improve- 
ment among seafaring people. | have 
accordingly sent to the publishers a lit- 
tle work of the kind, under the title 
of “ Physical Geography of the Sea,” 
—perhaps you may come across it 
some of these days; if so, you will 
find in it the answers to your ques- 
tions, much more carefully and fully 
drawn out than I have the time now 
to do. 

Yours respectfully, 


M. F. Maury, Lt. U.S.N. 


Wrecking and Wreckers. 


The number of vessels wrecked on 
the Florida Reef, and the arrivals in 
distress at the port of Key West, the 
wrecking émporium of the Union, 
during the year 1854, were 64. The’ 
aggregate value of these vessels is 
stated at $974,000, and the value of ~ 
their cargoes at $1,268,454. The 
expenses of the cargoes while in the 
port of Key West, were $19,988 68; 
and the expenses of the vessels, 
$49,148 25—total, $69,036 93. The 
amount of salvages awarded the 
wreckers, $88,921 87, and the total 
losses on vessels and cargoes, $432,- 
167 42. 

The Florida Archipelago consists 
of a chain of islands along and around 
the southern point of Florida, extend. 
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gas—a distance of about two hundred 
miles. Outside of these islands, and 
at a distance from them of about 
eight miles, lies the Florida Reef—a 
ledge of rocks lying underneath the 
Surface, at depths averaging in differ- 
ent places from two to eighteen and 
thirty feet. This reef may be prop- 
erly regarded as the northern wall or 
bank of the Gulf Stream—having 
Cuba and the Bahama Islands for the 
southern and eastern banks. Between 
Key West and Cuba this oceanic 
stream is about eighty miles wide; at 
Cape Florida it is narrowed to abom 
forty-five miles. It is the outlet of 
the great Bay or Gulf of Mexico, and 
the commerce of New Orleans and 
the other Gulf ports, with much of the 
gold of California, passes through it. 
The value of this commerce has been 
estimated at not less than 400 mif- 
lions annually, A current commences 
in the Gulf Stream, off Tortugas, 
and runs easterly and northerly, at 
the rate, commonly, of three or four 
knots an hour, but it is very irregular 
in its rapidity and direction; and ia 
consequence of these irregularities, 
the narrowness of the channel, bad 
weather, and probably, in some in- 
stances,the carelessness of navigators, 
many ships and vessels get ashore 
upon the reef, and are either totally 
lost, or are lightened and got off by 
wreckers. Many vessels also put 
into Key West ina leaky and disabled 
condition. 

‘The persons employed in saving 
this property are technically called 
wreckers, and about two hundred and 
fifty of them are constantly and ex- 
clusively employed in sailing about 
the islands and reefs, in tittle sloops and 
schooners of about sixty tuns burden. 
Some one or more of them visit every 
dangerous reef every day, so that a 
vessel does not long remain in trouble 
before a helping hand is extended to 
her. If the assistance of wreckers 
be accepted, they generally lighten 
the ship, carry out anchors, and get 
the vessel off; or if she be lost on the 
rocks, they save the cargo, the passen- 
gers and erew, and carry them to 
Key West, where salvage is award: d 
by the United States District J udge | 
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for the saving of the vessel and cargo, 
but no charge is or can be made, or 
any salvage allowed, for saving the 
lives of crews, passengers and their 
baggage... 

Considering the large amount of 
property saved from total destruction, 
and the many lives of passengers 
and crews rescued from death, by 
these wreckers, no one can fail to be 
impressed with the importance and 
heroic daring of their vocation. To 
the cause of humanity and to the in- 
terests of commerce, their services 
are invaluable. And no other class 
of menare exposed to greater tempta- 
tions to embezzlement and fraud, for 
large amounts of property are con- 
stantly committed to their possession, 
without any receipt cr proof, in the 
haste and confusion of shipwreck, 
and. yet no complaints are ever made 
of depredations on the property, or 
the commission of any rudeness or 
discourtesy to passengers by these 
wreckers—a fact creditable to them 
in an eminentdegree, although it may, 
perhaps, be attributable in part, to 
another fact, that the compensation 
for their services is awarded them by 
the Court, and that their conduct is 
rigidly investigated and scrutinized. 

The National Government has 
erected several Lighthouses, at differ- 
ent points, along the Florida Reef, 
which are of immense benefit to navi- 
gation on this dangerous coast; and 
the United States Coast Survey is 
now employed in surveying, and lo- 
cating upon charts, the exact position 
of every island and reef lying between 
Cape Florida and the Tortugas Is- 
lands, which will be an invaluable 
guide and security to the four hun- 
dred millions worth of property that 
annually floats along this ocean 
stream. 

The Hon. William Maroin is now, 
ard has been for nearly twenty years, 
the United States District Judge at 
Key West; and we have before had 
occasion to speak of his high judicial 
integrity and ability. He has exclu- 
sive jurisdiction in all admirality cases, 
and his decisions are final in all cases 
where the amount is less than $2,000. 
The business of his Court is almost 
entirely devoted to matters growing 
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out of wrecking. He awards salvag 
and the amonnt thereof; he settles 
consortships, and apportions the sal- 
vage moneys among the owners, mas- 
ters and crews of vessels; he super- 
vises and audits the commission and 
wharfage charges—and all without 
the intervention of a Jury. His offi- 
cia] position, therefore, is not simply 
a responsible one, but it has a direct 
and personal responsibility, which is 
neither shared nor relieved by the in 

terposition of a Jury between himself 
and the parties litigant. Nearly every 
man upon the island is directly or in- 
directly interested in every wreck, and 
in the award of the most liberal sal- 
vaze, and it requires a Judge of great 
moral courage and incorruptible iu- 
tegrity to resist the influence sur- 
rounding and assailing him. And it 
is due to Judge Maroin to say that 
his honest, fearless and able adminis- 
tration of the wrecking jurisprudence 
at Key West, has had a most potent 
and remedial 
wrecking business.—N. Y. Tribune. 
+ 


Notice to Mariners. 


Beacons any Sraxes in Mosite 
Bay.—Under the act of Congress 
providing for the Buoyage and 
Stakeage of Mobile Bay, the follow- 
ing Beacons have been erected :— 

Two beacons ranging through 
Choctaw Pass, as formerly, and light- 
ed at night. 

One beacon at the site of the 
“ Wreck Stake.” 

One beacon at the site of the “Up- 
per Stake,” 

One beacon at the site of the “Low- 
er Stake.” 

Two beacons to the south of the 
above, prolonging the line of channel 
at Dog River Bar. 

All the foregoing, except the range 
stakes, are to be left on the port hand 
when coming in, 

A day beacon has also been placed 
on the end of the Oyster Bar, which 
runs out easterly from Cedar Point. 

A beacon on the west end of the 
spit at the entrance to Navy Cove. 

A beacon on the end of the shoal 
which rans out westerly from Point 
Clear, and 


SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. 
&L_L_LPLP_PPL__PFLPPLL_PLEL_LELLLEELLP LLL LLL FILL LILA ALES 


influence upon the . 


| June, 


A beacon on the wet end of the 
small detached shoal south of the last 
named point. 

Each of these beacons is composed 
of several piles driven together in a 
solid clump. 

Vessels should take care not to run 
into them, not only for the Beacon’s 
safety, but for their own. 

D. LEapBETTER, 
Light-House Inspector. 
Inspector’s Office, 8th L. H. District, 

Mobile, April 10, 1855. 

A fixed ligt will be exhibited about 
the Ist May, 1855, from the tower at 
Point Boneta, on the northern side of 
the entrance tothe Bay of San Fran- 
cisco, California. ; 

The illuminating apparatus is of 
the 2d order catadioptric of the sys- 
tem of Fresnel. 

The structure will be a brick tow- 
er, surmounted by a lantern painted 
black. 

The light will be about 200 feet 
above the level of the sea, and should 
be seen in ordinary states of the at- 
mosphere, {rom an elevation of fifteen 
feet above the water, at a distance of 
more than 20 nautical miles. 

The following is the approximate 
position of the Light-house :—Lat. 
37° 49' 10" North. Long. 122° 30° 
50’" West of Greenwich. 

By order of the Light-House Board, 

CamMPBELL GRAHAM, 
Light-House Inspector, 12th Dist. 

San Francisco, March 22, 1855. 

Notice is hereby given that the 
Light on Fort Point, at the entrance 
of San Francisco Bay, California, will 
be displayed at sunset on the 21st 
day of March, inst., and on each suc- 
ceeding day, from sunset to sunrise. 

The light is a fixed one, of the 
Fresnel illuminating apparatus of the 
5th order, and is 52 feet above the 
level of the sea, giving a range, from 
an elevation of fifteen feet above the 
sea, of 12 1-2 nautical miles. 

The position of Fort Point, as de- 
termined by the Coast Survey, is :— 
Lat. 37° 48’ 26.75 North. Long. 
122° 27’ 33". 18 West of Green- 
wich. 

R. E. De Russy, 
Lieut. Col. of U. 8. Engineers. 
San Francisco, March 12, 1855. 
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On or sbout the 10th of May, the § New York for Toulon, sprung a leak 
present Red Fixed Light of the Del- $ on the 8th March, and was abandoned 
aware Breakwater will be discon- $ on the 9th, with 9 feet six inches of 
tinued, and will be replaced by a } waterin her. The crew were taken 
Fresnel lens of the 4th order of 360 $ off and carried to Cardenas. 
degrees, exhibiting a White Light, Br. barque Flying Childers, from 


Fixed varied by Flashes. Philadelphia about December 8, arri- 

By order of the Light-House Board. } yed at Montevideo Feb. 3, was driven 

_ James S. Bropre. ashore in a violent pampeo the same 

_., , Light- House Inspector. night, and it was supposed would be 
Philadelphia, April 10, 1855. a total loss, 


A large Iron Buoy has been placed Brig Florinda, at Portland from 
on the eastern part of Davis’ Ledge, } Cardenas, fell in with and boarded, 
in five fathoms at low water. It is } March 1st, schooner Miranda, of Nor- 
painted black, with a four armed sig- $ folk, full of water, and both masts cut 
nal of block tin. The words “Davis { away, and rigging alongside. 


sie ew painted on the round in Whaleship Miantonomi, last report- 
= ge é ed at Ascension, Oct. 10, with 300 
y order of the LightHouse Board. sp., has been Jost, no date or other 
A. A. Horcoms, particulars. Cap'ain Clement and 14 
Bos L. HL. Inspector, 2d Dist. men were taken to Hong Kong, Jan. 
ton, April 7, 1855. 26th, by Br. steamer Unicorn, frora 

A Fixed White Light, of the 6th }; Sydney, N.S. W. 


order Fresnel system, illuminating Br. schooner Elizabeth, from Bos- 
270 degrees of the horizon, has been $ ton abont Ist inst., for St. Pierre, 


substituted for the illuminating appa- ’ Miq., went ashore at Arichat recent-, 
ratus heretofore in use at Cedar Is- ly 
land Light-House, entrance to Sa 
Harbor, N. Y. It will be lighted for 
the first on Friday, 27th inst., and 
exhibited nightly thereafter from sun- 
set fo sunrise, 
By order of the Light-House Board. 
A. Lipiow Casz, 

L. . Inspector, 3d Dist. 

New York, April 25, 1855. 


——— + go——_—__——~ 
Disasters. 


Pilct boat Walter Francis, Schan- 
der, arrived at San Francisco 4th ult. 
from the wreck of the whaling barque 
W. T. Wheaton, lately wrecked 
about 3 miles of Santa Croz, brought 
up all the crew of the barque, and 
reports her to be a total wreck. 

Ship William Layton, of this port, 
hence to Antwerp, was lost 22d Feb- 
ruary. 

Pazis, March 21—The schooner 
Active, of and bound to Yarmouth, 
N.S, Baker, from St. Thos:as, was 
abandoned, totally dismasted, and in a 
sinking state, 27th February; crew 
saved by the Statesman, Watts, arri- 
ved at Havre. 


Ship Golden Mirror, Maguire, from 


Br. brig Nisibis, from New York 
for St. Johns, N. F., was wrecked on 
Sable Island, night of Jan. 17. 

Ship St. Bernard, Webster, from 
this port for New Orleans, was totally 
lost 23d March, on Berry Island, Ba- 
hamas. Captain and crew saved, and 
carried to Nassau. 


Ship Hudson, from New York for 
New Orleans March 6th, was totally 
lost morning of 14th March, on El- 
bow Key, near Green Turtle Key. 


The officers and crew of schooner 
Sarah and Lucy were taken from the 
wreck of that vessel in the Gulf 28th 
March, and brought to this port in the 
brig John Alfred 

Captain Collier and crew of schr. 
L. F. Rogers, arrived at New Or- 
leans 9th April, in schr. Venice, from 
Brazos Santiago—the L. F. R. hav- 
ing been abandoned 2d April, on the 
voyage from Mobile to Brazos. 

Schr. Buena Vista grounded on 
the bar off Aransas 26th March, and 
the vessel and cargo became a total 
loss. The crew were rescued on the 
27th by Capt. Arnot, of the schooner 
Major Barbour. 
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Br. barque Letitia, from Belize, 
Hond., for Boston, water-logged and 
dismasted, was fallen in with 11th of 
March, 500 miles south of N. York, 
by ship Charles Crooker, Moorehead, 
hence, who teok off the Capt., crew, 
and one passenger, eighteen in all, 
and carried them to New Orleans. 


Schr. Reunion, from Hampden, 
bound to Rockland, was sunk morn- 
ing of 4th Agril, in the Penobscot 
river, near Mill Creek, the ice having 
stove in her ports. 

Schr. Elliptic, from Kingston, Jam., 
for this port, was totally wrecked 
near Cape Antonio 26th March. The 
‘eaptain, crew, and five passengers 
reached Havana on the 8th April. 

Schr. Frederick Howell, at this 
port from St. Domingo City, expe- 
rienced heavy weather. 3d April 
saw a schooner with signal of distress 
flying; ran down to her and found her 
to be the Matilda Ann. Thompscn, of 
Camden, N. J., Capt. Parker, hence 


for Philadelphia, in a sinking condi- - 


‘tion; took off the captain and erew, 
in all five men, and brought them to 
this port. 

Brig Duncan, from Philadelphia 
27th March, for Bath, Me., encoun- 
tered a violent gale the Ist April, off 
Cape, and on 2d, at 11 a. m., the schr. 
Elvira, from New York, hove in sight, 
and remained until 3 p. m., without 
being able to render any assistance, 
when the brig went down, together 
with all on board. 

Schr. Martha, for Plymouth, with 
salt, &c., struck on Minot’s Ledge 
17th April, and sunk; crew saved. 

Brig Florence, at this port from 
Boston, for Darien, Geo., was fallen 
in with 2d April, 10 Pp. m., having 
been dismasted and otherwise injured 
the day previous, in a severe gale 
from 8. S. E.to W. Captain and 
crew taken off and carried to Savan- 
nah, by ship Ellen Austin, Tucker. 

Brig Boston, from Surina\ for Sa- 
lem, went ashore on the S. W. point 
of Nantucket 11th April, and is sup- 
posed to have bilged; she was full of 
wate. 

The schr. William Smith, which 


cleared from this port 11th April, for | 


Savannah, came in collision with the 
schr. M. E. Pharo, of Tuckerton, N. 
J., same night, off Barnegat. The 
W. S. struck the M. E. P. abaft the 
fore rigging, when the latter sunk in 
about five minutes afterwards; cap- 
tain and crew all saved. 


Schr. Melville, from New York for 
Pembroke, went ashore at Long Is- 
land, near Mount Desert, 11th April, 
and became a total wreck. 

Schr. Boston, from Philadelphia for 
Boston, went ashore on Cold Spring 
Bar, near Cape Jsland, 20th April, and 
would probably be a total loss. 

Daniel C. Waterman, who arrived 
at New Bedford from the Sandwich 
Islands, reports the loss of the ship 
William T. Wheaton, of New Lon- 
don, on the night of the 28th March, 
60 miles south of San Francisco.— 
The ship was a total loss. 

Br. brig Laura, from Halifax for 
Portland, which had been ashore in 
Sambro’ Harbor, got off and_sailed 
again, went ashore on Misery Beach, 
near Port Medway, 13th April, and 
became a total wreck. 

Barque Cherokee, from Boston 28th 
March, for St. Jago, when fourteen 
days out ran on the N. E. end of 
Mayuguana Reef, during a fog, and 
would be a total loss. 

Schr. Virile, Rice, of and from 
Digby for Boston, was totally lost pre- 
vious to 4th April, on Brier Island. 

Br. brigantine Fanny, from Wil- 
mington, N. C., bound to Halifax, N. 
S., on the 13th April, at 11 a.m, was 
run into by the American brig Forest, 
of Warren, R. IL, and sunk. Capt. 
and crew got aboard the Forest. 


Brig Westport, from Georgetown, 
S. C., for Damariscotta, sprung a leak 
on the 10th and was abandoned on 
the 2ist April, leaking badly and full 
of water. Capt. McCobb, mate and 
four seamen taken off by schr, Z. 
Secor, Keen, from Maracaibo, arrived 
at this port. 

Schr. Henry Atkins, from a port 
in Maine for Jacksonville, in ballast, 
went ashore on the beach at Berlin, 
Md., on or previous to Ist May. Her 
keel had come off, and she had bilged. 
Would be a.total loss. 


Pron York, Sune, 1855, 


Anniversary Meeting, 
American Seamen's Friend Society. 

The Twenty-Seventh Anniversary 
of this Society, was celebrated at the 
Broadway Tabernacle, on the evening 
of May 7th, 1855. 

The evening was delightfully plea- 
sant, and the house well filled at an 
early hour. 

P. Perit, Esq., President of the so- 
ciety, occupied the Chair. 

The exercises were commenced by 
a voluntary on the organ, after which 
prayer was offered by Rev. J. R. 
Steward, pastor of the Mariner’s 
Church, Cherry-st., New-York. 

An abstract of the Twenty-Seventh 
Annual Report was presented by Rev. 
J. Spaulding, one of the Secretaries. 

The President then made a brief 
address. Alluding to the bereave- 
ments of the year he said: 

It is our painful duty to announce 
the death during the year, of three 
valuable members of this Board. 

Walter R. Jones, the distinguished 
President of the Atlantic Insurance 
Co., and President of the Board of 
Underwriters, now a Vice President 
of this Society. He was called sud- 
denly to the eternal world in the 
month of April. He was the warm 


and devoted friend of seamen. He 
labored earnestly for their welfare, 
and it was owing chiefly to his influ- 
ence that the extensive life saving 
arrangements on the Coasts of New- 
Jersey and Long Island were made 
by the Government of the U.S. He 
was active also in the arrangement of 
the Cemetery for Seamen within the 
Cemetery of the Evergreens, on 
Long Island, where seamen of all na- 
tions can now have a decent inter- 
ment. 

Messrs Hale and Hurlbut also, who 
for many years were members of this 
Board, and have aiways manifested @ 
warm interest in the welfareof seamen 

Rey. Charles Jones moved the ac- 
ceptance of the report and its publica- 
tion, sustaining his motion by a very 
interesting and appropriate address of 
about fifteen minutes. 


He said that in 1840 he had been 
a seaman, “a blasphemer and a per- 
secutor;” now he was a minister of 
God’s word, and could gladly say that 
many who had been such as he was, 
were now devoted and consecrated to 
the service of the living.God. These 
men are earnest propagandists, who 
would scatter abroad the words of 
divine truth, by which their own 
minds had been enlightened. In many 
instances, seamen who had come to 
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Bethel churches to scoff, remained 
and returned to pray. Those who 
had been thus impressed were grate- 
ful to the ministers who had aided 
them in their conversion, and in every 
port they visited took every occasion 
to induce others of their craft to do 
as they had done. Seamen, owing to 
their simple and earnest energy, are 
peculiarly fitted to be propagandists 
of any truth which takes hold so 
firmly on their minds as the truths of 
salvation. Until seamen, with their 
knowledge of languages snd customs 
of the world, become propagandists 
of the truth, the spread thereof can 
never be so rapid as it might be 
otherwise. Let a missionary study 
the language of a heathen country for 
two years, land there and preach, and 
then let a sailor land on the same 
shore, to curse in the same tongue, 
and all the efforts of the missionary 
are frustrated. 

He recited several incidents con- 
nected with the Bethel_in NewYork, 
of which he is a chaplain. The posi- 
tion of the sailor among the hosts 
who are to convert the world, is in 
the van. Unless converted, the sailor 
interferes with the spread of the gos- 
pel abroad; but when he becomes a 
disciple, he is a coadjutor in the salva- 
tion of the world. His remarks were 
listened to with great interest and 
were warmly applauded. 


Rey. O. G. Hedstrom, also one of 
the chaplains in New-York, seconded 
the motion with an exceedingly inter- 

" esting address. 

Mr. H. is a Swede, and has labored 
many years among sailors from the 
north of Europe. He left his home 


when twenty years of age, in a 
Swedish vessel bound to South Am- 


erica, to help Bolivia in securing her | 


independence, and finally landed in N. 
York, where he was robbed. He was 
then converted; and has labored with 
great success for the salvation of 
Swedish sailors particularly. Seven- 
teen missionaries have been raised u 


and sent out into Scandinavian fields. | 


The common remark that this Society 
is doing no good, was shown to be un- 


true bya reference to the report read, : 


as well as by statements of facts 


SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. 


[June, 


within his own observations and ex- 
perience. x 

In a pecuniary point of view the 
good which has been done can be 
more easily appreciated. Within the 
last ten years the Scandinavian sea- 
men have deposited more than half a 
million of dollars in the banks in this 
city. Many of them have sent home 
drafts to a considerable amount. One 
sent home from his earnings, after he 
was converted, between six and seven 
hundred rix—dollars, to restore it to 
two persons from who.n he had stolen 
money in his native country—Fin- 
land. Within ten years, Mr. H. said 
he had sent home for sailors one hun- 
dred thousand rix—dollars, for the 
benefit of relatives there. God ele- 
vates all men when they receive the 
Gospel, and this is seen emphatically 
in the ease of sailors. They then be- 
come zealous advocates of religion, 
and do not go around with their 
mouths closed on the subject. They 
are so situated that they must be bold, 
and make their light shine. There- 
fore we ought to pray for them, and 
use all tender and earnest means for 
their salvation. He had been at work 
for them ten years, and had had a pro- 
tracted meeting all the time in the 
Bethel ship. He did not believe in 
stopping. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

The choir, composed of invited vo- 
calists, conducted by Geo. Andrews, 
Esq., then sung in a very effective 


manner the Anthem, Denmark— 


“ Before Jehovah’s awful throne,’’ etc. 


Revw. A. Peters, D. D., of Williams- 
town, was next introduced. 


He said he was not a sailor, and 
had never been one like the gentlemen 
who preceded him; nor was he the 
son of a sailor, but he had a_ sailor 
son, far away on the world of waters. 
He had had the trial of seeing a son 
educated for other pursuits, deliber- 
ately choose to expose his life to the 
perils of the deep. He had conse- 
quently been led to reflect much on 
those who are sailors. Where is the 
sailor’s home? It is said it is on the 
world of waters, 


1855.] 


“ Far-as the breeze can bear or billows foam, 
Survey their empire, and behold their home.”’ 


But this is not their home. Itisa 
thing of passage; it is a life of 
single men hurled away from their 
homes. There is nothing that consti- 
tutes a home for man but wife, child- 
ren, and friends, with whom he may 
dwell in daily communion in settled 
habitations. The wisdom and impor- 
tance of the marriage relation were 
then dwelt upon at length. Without 
it the intellectual and moral develop- 
ment of man is defective. For the 
enjoyment of this relation fixed habi- 
tations are necessary. T'o them is 
the world indebted for all its progress 
in civilization and moral culture. 

Piety may make the ship a Bethel; 
souls may be saved there, but it is 
not a home. This state ot things is 
a necessity of commerce, but not to 
that degree in which it now exists in 
the maritime world. Ships are con- 
structed for the sake of profit, so as 
to make it necessary that men should 
be alone in them. The speaker 
closed. with some suggestions as to 
the practicability of conducting com- 
merce in such a way that sailors 
might have homes to which they 
could return after their voyages. He 
said he presumed he exposed his own 
ignorance of the conditions of com- 
merece by such a suggestion, but it 
might be worth thinking of. 


Can not sailors of a better class, 
married men, be employed more per- 
manently in the same ship and espe- 
cially on the short voyages, so as to 
spend a part of their lives at home, 
and know like other men the comforts 
and endearments and elevating influ- 
ences of home ? 

Let it be remembered that marriage 
is a divine institution; and those 
whom God has brought together, let 
no man, for the sake of mere gain, put 
asunder. 

Rev. J. H. Towne, of Bridgeport, 
followed, commencing his remarks by 
ofering the following resolution : 


“Resolved, That the establishment 
of quiet and safe homes for sa.lors 
when on shore, is an important part of 
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the system of means employed for 
their improvement.” 

He said he had some peculiar 
claims to a hearing on this occasion, 
He was a sailor’s son; his father was 
sleeping the cold sleep of death be- 
neath the ocean billows. He describ- 
ed a fact connected with his personal 
history also, which gave him a pecu- 
liar interest in the condition and wel- 
fare of sailors. After he left college 
he commenced the study of the law. 
While prosecuting it, it pleased God 
to change the great aim of his life, and 
he then desired to become a Christian 
minister. He hesitated to tell his fa- 
ther, feariiy be would think him in- 
constant and fickle. But at length 
when he disclosed his wish, his father 
exclaimed, while the tears streamed 
down his cheeks, “ The great prayer 
ot my life is answered. On the day 
of your birth I went alone and with all 
the earnestness of my heart, though 
not then a professor of religion, I de- 
voted you to that God who had so of- © 
ten preserved me amid the perils of 
the deep. You not only have my con- 
sent, but you will, in so doing, gratify 
the cherished wish of my heart.” 

The Rev. speaker then revited the 
incidents connected with his father’s 
last voyage to Calcutta, and the re- 
turn of his ship into port with its col- 
ors drooping ; the opening of the old 
sea-chest, so long the companion of 
his voyages, and finding in it many a 
token of fond remembrance, which 
had been stowed in it for the loved 
ones at home. ‘hese early impres- 
sions had given him a peculiar interest 
in seamen. The exposures uf sailors 
on land are the great cause of their 
depraved morals; but these exposures 
are not a necessary concomitant of 
their profession, There is no reason 
why life upon the ocean should nvt 
be as elevated. as life upon the land. 
What has the land of pious story, of 
hallowed associations, of sacred trea- 
sures, of solemn foreshadowings, 
that the sea has not? Jesus has 
walked uponit, saints are enshrouded 
in it, nations lie. buried in it, waiting 
for the blast of the final trumpet.—— 
God is there; and there is religion 
there as well as on the land. 


The dangers of the sailor were 
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then depicted. One of them isin con- 
sequence of the fact that they are 
strangers in the ports they visit; and 
another ‘is that they are regarded as a 
proscribed class, When the first ship 
that sailed on temperance principles 
reached Havre the sailors endeavored 
in vain to find a place on shore where 
they could be boarded without expo- 
sure to the temptation to drink. This 
want of sympathy with the rest of 
mankind has led one to say, 

“Tam alone; the wide, wide world, 

Holds not a heart that beats for me ; 

I’ve seen my brightest hopes grow dim 

As fades the twilight on the sea,” 

This is not quite true now. Sailors 
are not quite alone; and it is the de- 
termined purpose of Christian hearts 
to change this state of things till Sail- 
ors Homes are provided in every 
land. To show what many of the 
present places are where sailors 
board, and what their money is ex 
pended for, the speaker read from an 
account-book of one of them. The 
first charge made to one William 
Wilson was for a pair of boots, $3,50; 
then nine glasses of grog; cash; seven 
glasses of grog; twenty-seven glasses 
of grog; cash; one bottle of wine; 
five glasses of grog; nine ditto; bot- 
tle of wine; tobacco; a bottle of wine. 
They seemed to have nothing to live 
upon but grog. -They were in fact 
drugged with grog, that they might 
be rifled. 

Captain Hudson, of the Navy, 
seconded the resolution, and it was 
adopted. 

Rev. B. J. Bettelheim, M. D., of 
the Loo Choo Islands, Japan, then 
made a brief address, in which he 
spoke of his services for nine years 
to sailors of the United States at the 
Loo Choo Islands, as a preacher, and 
as a doctor of medicine, and a com- 
missariat. He exhibited to the au- 
dience a handsome silver vase, pres- 
ented to him by the officers and crew 
of the U.S. Ship Plymouth, as atoken 
of their esteem for him. He urged 
also the necessity of, Sailor’s Homes 
abroad, and testified that the seamen 
on temperance ships were far less 
likely to be sick in foreign ports. or 
to quarrel and get into trouble that 
way, than others. 
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The services were closed by sing 
ing the doxology, and with the bene- 
diction by Rev. B. C. C. Parker, 
Chaplain of the Floating Bethel, foot 
of Pike-st., N. Y. 

The Society was then called to or- 
der, and Trustees elected for the en- 
suing year. A resolution of thanks 
was passed to Geo, Andrews, Esq., 
who led the singing, and the choir» 
composed of invited yocalists, for en- 
livening the exercises of the evening 
with their excellent music. 

s& 

The following interesting articles 
were designed for the Annual Re- 
port, but came too late to be incorpo- 
rated into it. We publish them, how- 
ever, in this number of the Magazine, 
as a sort of Appendix to the Report, 
hoping our good friends will be a lit- 
tle earlier another year to communi- 
cate the good news of souls convert- 
ed, and the work progressing. 


Sailor’s Home---New 
Orleans. 


New Orleans, April 17th, 1855. 
Dear Sir- 

In reply to your letter of inquiry 
concerning the seamen’s cause in this 
city, we furnish the following con- 
densed statement of our condition. 

The number of boarders received 
in the Seamen’s Home, for the year 
1854, is 1,426. The general deport- 
ment of the boarders for the past year 
has been better than any previous 
year. There is a marked improve- 
ment going on among those who visit 
the Home, which is extremely gratify- 
ing. 

"The great calamity which befel us 
on the 7th of September, the burning 


of this noble edifice, the Home, has 


been entirely overcome. The build- 
ing was reconstrucied and opened 
again on the Ist of January, 1855.— 
We regret, however, to state that the 
library was wholly destroyed, and as 
yet has not been replaced. This we 
consider quite a serious loss, 

In consequence of the burning of 
the Home, the services on the Nab- 


1355.] 


SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. 


817 


DPD DAA PRAIA RRR PPA AAAI ADAP?” 


bath, which were conducted by Dr. J. 
W. Harmen, were discontinued, and 
up to this time we have had no reli- 
gious services. 

Through the agency of the Tract’ 
Society, a large number of tracts and 
other religious books have been dis- 
tributed among the sailors with happy 
effect. With pleasure we record the 
fact, that some forty or fifty have be- 
come members of the church and a 
temperance society. 

Were it not for the wretched in- 
fluence of rum boarding houses that 
line our levee, and entice away the 
sailors through their unprincipled 
agents, we might expect a radical 
change among the sailors that visit 
our port. ; 

These dens of infamy and vice lure 
thousands to destruction, and block 
up our way in effecting good among 
the seamen. There is a decided ad- 
vance made in the temperance cause, 
and we have strong hopes that the 
present common council will close 
them up on the Sabbath. A powerful 
effort is being made to accomplish this 
desirable object. 

Yours truly, 
T. J. Ricketts. 


- a —————— 
Mobile Shore Chaplaincy. 


Mobile, April 25th, 1855. 

Secretary of A. S. F. Society, 
Dear Brother— 

Your favor, requesting a statement 
relative to the seamen’s cause in this 
place, is before me, and I reply with 
pleasure. ; 

The city of Mobile is fast growing 
in commercial importance, and ought. 
not our efforts for the good of seamen 
be in proportion to her growth. Last 
year she received into her bosom for 
exportation, by her vast rivers, ex- 
tending like arms, hundreds of miles 
through the States of Alabama and 
Mississippi, more than twenty mil- 
lions of dollars’ worth of cotton alone, 
besides turpentine, pitch, and lumber 
of various kinds, from the immense 
forests with which the State abounds, 
thus giving employment to more than 
twenty thousand boatmen and sailors 
for the importation and exportation of 
these productions. Situated at the 


head of Mobile Bay, which is the lar- 
gest and safest harbor on the Gulf of 
Mexico, sufficiently large to hold all 
the navies of the world, she occupies 
a commanding position—and will 
doubtless hold her rank as the third 
port of exports in the United States. 
With the bright prospects that lie be- 
fore -her—the inexhaustible beds of 
coal and‘iron, and quarries of the fi- 
nest marbles, which lie oontiguous to 
her rivers, and which will soon yield 
an immense exportation, her railroads 
now in progress, and especially the 
Mobile and Ohio Railroad, which is 
rapidly advancing to completion, and 
when done will open up the “ Great 
West,” and unite with it the com- 
merce of the Gulf of Mexico and 
South America—I say with these 
prospects before her, may we not 
sately conclude that the commerce of 
this port will more than double in a 
few years, and consequently, the num- 
ber of seamen for whose temporal and 
spiritual welfare we must provide, will 
also greatly increase? How suitable 
provisions can best be made, becomes 
an important question. Our present 
Bethel Church and Sailor’s Home are 
in many respects inadequate to the 
wants of seamen who now throng this 
port. We greatly need anew Bethel 
Church and Sailor’s Home. For this 
object some collections have been 
made. 


But notwithstanding the disadvan. 
tages under which we have labored, 
we have been much encouraged in 
our work, The Lord has blessed us 
in the diligent use of the poor facili- 
ties which we now possess, 


The Sailor’s Home has been well 
attended, and under the judicious 
management of Mr. Gardener, much 
good has been done by bringing many 
seamen under a moral and religious 
influence. A large proportion of the 
boarders at the Home were temper- 
ance men, or became such before they 
left. The Bethel Church has been 
well attended, especially the night 
meetings. An old sailor said that he 
had attended nearly all the Bethel 
Churches in the world, but that he 
had never seen so many sailors attend 
so regularly on religious services any 
where, as attended at my night meet- 
ings, 
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About the first of January a deep 
seriousness pervaded the meetings. 
The word preached fell * like the rain 
on new mown grass.” At the close 
of the night service I invited those 
who felt deeply concerned for the sal- 
vation of their souls, to follow me to 
my study, when eight or ten fine 
young sailors followed me. This 
was the beginning of good things, 
which continued all winter. Several 
hopeful conversions soon took place, 
which revived our hopes, strength- 
ened our faith, and quickened our 
zeal. A few backsliders were re- 
stored again to peace; and while the 
young convert spoke in the fervor of 
his first love of the boundless mercies 
of God, and of the fulness and free- 
ness of salvation through Christ, the 
backslider mourned over his wander- 
ings from Christ, and confessed that 
it was an evil anda bitter thing to de- 
part from the Lord. Ten united with 
the Bethel Church on the profession 
of their faith in Christ; others, who 
found the Saviour precious to their 
souls, had to leave before we could 
receive them into the church; others 
left, intending to unite with their 
friends in churches at the North, but 
they went to sea renewed in the spi- 
rit of their minds, and blessing God 
for bringing them to the place where 
they found peace in believing. Al- 
though their path is across the rolling 
billow, and some of them may be un- 
cared for by the world, yet they have 
a hope which is an anchor to the soul, 
both sure and stedfast, which entereth 
into that within the vail, What will 
their influence be upon the world? 
I preach twice every Sabbath, morn- 
ing and night. In the afternoon I 
have a Bible class for sailors, in con- 
nection with my Sabbath School. On 
Tuesday night we maintain an inter- 
esting prayer meeting at the Sailor’s 
Home. On Wednesday I lecture at 
the Marine Hospital, and visit the sick 
—at night, of the same day, I lecture 
in the Bethel Church. On Friday 
night is my weekly Temperance 
Meeting. We often administer be- 
tween twenty and thirty pledges a 
night. Most of those who were ccn- 
verted, first signed the pledge atthese 
meetings. They first became sober, 
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then serious, and then happy in the 
Lord! 

I sometimes exchange with the 
Rev. Dr. Gridley, who is physician, 
and holds forth the Word of Life on 
his “ Rolling Dominions” in the Bay, 
some thirty miles below the city. The 
Bethel Ship is a noble enterprise, and 
must be sustained. But our unavoid- 
able expenses to keep up the Bethel 
operations have been so great, that 
unless we get speedy help from the 
North, to take care of Northern sea- 
men, we cannot weather the storm 
of pecuniary difficulties much long- 
er. Indeed, we are almost water- 
logged already for want of means to 
carry forward the work. Praying 
that the. Lord will open your large 
hearts to help us liberally, and that 
he will hasten the time when the 
“abundance of the sea shall be con- 
verted to God,” 

I remain, very fraternally, 

Your fellow-laborer, 
ALEXANDER McGnasnHan, 
Chaplain. 

welt 
Philadelphia Chaplaincy. 

ANOTHER YEAR. 

“ Shut up the Words, and Seal the 


Book, even to the time of the 
End.” 


This was the text for the first An- 
nual Sermon of the present pastor of 
the Mariner’s Church, Water street, 


above Walnut, Philadelphia, May 6th, - 


1855. 

In the discourse the follewing Re- 
port was made of the doings of the 
year. 

Congregation has been doubled, 
with a larger average attendance of 
sailors, than at the beginning of the 
year. 

Sabbath School enlarged, by the 
organization of seven new classes, 
two of them Bible classes, in one of 
which are gathered from time to time, 
more or less sailors, for the time they 
are on shore—in all, 40 new scholars; 
and an infant school organized under 
the care of the wife of the pastor, and 
Mrs. Cassidy, of the Sailor’s Home, 
having 70 scholars, 

Mariner’s Church Dorcas Society, 


1855.] 
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Cash collected front mem- 


bers, - - - - $28 57 
Cash from proceeds of two 

concerts, - = «= 95.05 

$123 62 

Garments distributed, : 410 

Pairs of shoes, - - 43 

Cash and Groceries, - $18 00 

CHURCH. 


We have had a quiet revival all 
the year. Twenty-three have been 
added to our membership, twenty-one 
on examination—eight of the twenty- 
one are'sailors. Some ten are now 
waiting to join, six or seven of whom 
are sailors. 

We do not hurry persons into our 
membership—it is good to try appli 
cants a little. 


LABORS OF PASTOR. 


Sermons and dicourses, 206. Let- 
ters to the unconverted, mostly sail- 
ors, 68. Bibles and T'estaments given 
to sailors, mostly in the Hospital, 47. 

Oar diligent co-laborer, Mr. Gard- 
ner, relieves the pastors of Sailor 
Churches from this werk. 

Books put on board vessels, and 
given to individual sailors, 528 vols. 

These, be it noted, were all New 
Books, bought by the pastor with 
money given him by friends. The 
pastor will not give old trash to sail- 
ors. 

Cards, advertising the church and 
residence of the pastor, and contain- 
ing rebukes to swearers, and other 
admonitions, distributed, 5,000. 

Tracts, one of which was written 
and printed by us, distributed;-46,972 
pages. . 

Many delightful effects from this 
distribution, and that of the cards, have 
been heard of. 


VISITS. 


Vessels, 47. In this I propose a 
change this year, visiting more ves- 
sels, to come in contact with the offi- 
cers. 

Very few officers visit our church, 
or any other. In a great measure, 
like officers, like crew. I mean to 
seek more for the conversion of offi- 
cers, if spared, this year than last. 


SAILORS’ MAGAZINE. 
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Visits on shore, over 900. Sailor’s 
Home, every day. Hospital, once a 
week. Sailor boarding houses, once 
a week. 

Visits to me of sailors, 35, with alt 
of whom, with three or four excep- 
tions, 1 prayed before we parted. 


REFLECTION,. 


While engaged in this work of the 
past year, my soul has been much en- 
larged, as I have thus stood, as if one 
foot on Jand, and one on the sea. 

I have mingled with all nations, and 
am now, emphatically, A Citizen of 
the World. 

Beloved, let us this year more than 
ever before, seek out the sailor, that 
his soul may be saved. 


J. B. R. 


+6 

Poor’s Railroad Map of 

the United States, 

We? have received a beautiful Pock- 
et Map of the Railways in the Uni- 
ted States and Canada, projected, in . 
progress, and in operation. The 
pathways of commerce in land. A 
network of irow bands to bind these 
jostling States together. The Map 
is published at No. 9 Spruce-st., New 
York, at One Dollar a copy. 


From the official tables just pub- 
lished of the state of the Prussian 
Mercantile Navy, it appears that the 
total number of their ships amount 
only to 839, of an aggregate tonnage 
133,500 lasts, equal to 267,000 tons. 
The greatest ship-owning port is 
Stettin, with 157 vessels; Stralsund 
owns 108; Dantzic 106; Barth 84; 
and Memel 76. The rest are distri- 
buted among twenty-one other ports. 
The average size of the vessels is 
about 320 tons. 


Arroont of Moneys, 
‘From April 15, to May 15, 1855. 
Members for Life by the payment 

of Twenty Dollars. 


Miss Mary A. Shaler, by La- 
dies Union Soc., Madison, 


Conn., 20 00 
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SAILOR’S MAGAZINE, 


[June 


Miss S. M. Hill, by do. do., 
(balance) 

Mrs. C. A. Smith, by doe do., 
(in part) 

Fred. Wolcot Whitehead, by 
Hon. J. C. Whitehead, 
Morristown, N. J., (amt. 
ack. below) 

Rev. R. P. Stanton, by First 
Con., Derby, Conn. 

Mr. Bloomer, of Amherst, 
Mass., by Gen. Williams, 
Norwich, Ct., (amt. prev’y 


rec.) 

Levi b. Marsh, Burrville, Ct., 
by Mrs. Lucy De Forest, 
Watertown, Ct., 

Miss Janette C. Wilford, Elba, 
N. Y., by A Friend, 

Mrs. Janette Dickey, by Sea- 
men’s Friend Soc., Milford, 


OAT) 

Miss Mary Flint, of Woburn, 

_ Mass., by do. do., 

Rev. John Woods, by Con. 
Soc., Fitzwilliam, N. EL. 


Donations. 


From Ref. Dutch Ch., Har- 
lem, N. Y., 

“ A Friend, New-York, 

* Rev. Dr. Patton, Hart- 
ford, Ct., 

“ Church of the Pilgrims, 
Brooklyn, N. : 
(balance) 

“ Seeond Ref. Datch Ch., 
Pokeepsie, N. Y., 

“ Con.Soc.,West Killing- 
ly, Ct., 

“ First Con. Soc., Shef- 
field, Mass., 

“ Pres. Ch.,Voletie, N.Y. 

* Greenwich, N. J., New- 

"ton Presbytery, 
“ E. J. Woolsey, N. Y., 


900 % 


6 00 


21 11 


20 00 


20 00 


20 00 
20 00 


20 00 


33 22 
2 00 


20 00 


78 14 
14 05 
8 84 


20 00 
5 5 


11 00 
50 00 


“ Anson G. Phelps, N.Y., 100 00 


“ A Friend, N. Y., 

“ High-st. Con. Soc., 
Providence, R. I., 

Con, Soc., Boscawen, 


. Ly] 
“Ladies in First Parish, 
Northampton, Mass, 
“ First Pres. Ch., Morris. 
town, N. J, 


1 00 
84 60 
14 00 
32 23 
98 33 


Franklin Con, Soc, 


« A Friend, Philadelphia, 


Pa; 
“ Miss P. Durfee, Bristol, 

Vt, 2 50 
“ 'Theoron Fisk,Warsaw, 


N. Y., for Tracts, 100 
“ North Ch., Newbury- : 
port, Mass.,(ad’n.) 10 00 
«“ Rey. W. T. Herrick, 
Candia, N. H., 1 00 
“ Chas. Jewett, Ashburn- 
ham, Mass., 2 00 
« Rev. Dr. Barstow’s Ch., 
Keene, N. H., 23 29 
“ Dr. Adams, dee, 6 00 
Legacies. 
Late P. J. De Witt, of the 
County of Warren, 
N. J. 1,000 00 
$1,783 82 


Sailor’s Home, Honotulu, S. £. 
Two Friends in Windsor, 
Mass., 2 00 


Receipts of the Boston Seamen's 
Friend Society. 


Enfield Ben. Soc. 
Charlestown, Winthrop Ch , 


100 00 


and Soc., 96 15 
Westboro’ Evan. Soc., (Mar.) 64 44 
S. Weymouth Union Ch., to 

make two L. Ms. 40 00 
S. Reading Con. Soc. to 

make Daniel Norcross, L. 

" 29 11 
also box of Books. 
Meredith Bridge, N. H., Con. 

Soc., 8 2h 
Grafton Con. Soc., 33 00 
Amesbury and Salisbury 

Mills Village, 15 58 
Winchendon ist Con. Soc., 9 31 

Mrs, 

Wyman, 3 00 
North Amherst Con. Soc., 38 42 
Abington, (ad’!) 130 
North Hadley Con. Soc., 11 60 
Medford Mystic Soc. 12 37 
Northboro’ Evan. Soc. A 

Friend, to make Rev. H. 

Patrick, of Bedford, L. M., 2000 


33 29 


